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Member Services 
Build VFW Strength 


Membership in the VFW not only 
makes you part of a great and growing 
organization, but it entitles you to sub- 
stantial savings on many important 
needs. 

A member of the VFW may be able 
to participate in any of six different 
insurance programs: 


© VFW Hospital Benefit Plan 


Medicare Supplement 
Insurance 


© Cancer Expense Assistance Plan 
¢ VFW National Life Insurance 


© VFW Cash Value Life Insurance 


Post Accidental Death 
& Dismemberment Plan 


¢ Level Term Life Insurance Program 


In addition, a substantial saving 
through the VFW Approved Prescrip- 
tion Drug and Vitamin Program is 
available. 

Through National Car Rental, a re- 
duced rate is offered. 

More and expanded benefits will be 
coming in the near future. 


For insurance information, call toll- 
free 1-800-821-2606. 


Missouri residents, 
call collect 
816-561-2338. 
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WASHINGTON WIRE 


VetsGram e News Affecting You « 


LEGISLATIVE 


Eliminate the VA? That recommendation was made by a task force of the President’s Private Sector 
Survey on Cost Control, which examined all VA operations except hospitals. Draft of the report was sent to 
survey chairman J. Peter Grace. Signers were co-chairmen William C. Douce, of Phillips Petroleum Co.; 
Hans W. Wanders, of Wachovia Corp., and William L. Wearly, of Ingersoll-Rand Co. 

The report says the task force began with the premise that VA could be disbanded and its functions 
transferred to other governmental agencies. Specifically cited were compensation and dependents indem- 
nity compensation to Department of Defense; pensions, survivors pensions and burial to Social Security; 
education to the Department of Education; insurance to the private sector, and loan guarantees to Depart- 
ment of Housing and Urban Development. “We feel in the long run...serious consideration should be given 
to eliminating the VA.” 

Rep. Douglas Applegate (Ohio), a member of the House Veterans Affairs Committee and chairman of a 
subcommittee directly concerned with several of the task force’s recommendations, warned that veterans 
and Congress would compose “a groundswell of opposition...to any such transfer of functions.” He added 
that President Reagan “should realize immediately that Congress is not going to allow him to eliminate 
the VA as a one-stop agency serving veterans, their dependents and survivors. There is no chance it 
will be done.” 

VA Administrator Harry N. Walters commented that a draft report from a voluntary group is no basis 
for speculation that serious consideration would be given to eliminating the VA. 

Walters asserted: 

“When the President appointed me Administrator of Veterans Affairs, he charged me with being an 
advocate for veterans and veterans’ programs. He recognizes that VA fulfills an irreplaceable role in the 
lives of millions of veterans and their families. 

“The roles and missions of the Veterans Administration have been reaffirmed by every Congress for the 
past 50 years, and there is certainly no indication that the law of the land is likely to be changed regarding 
this nation’s commitment to veterans.” 


ee * 

Before they went home for Easter, congressmen cleared for the President’s signature a $4.6 billion jobs 
bill. No funds are earmarked specifically for veterans’ jobs, but $75 million is set aside for repair and 
maintenance of VA hospitals. 


ee # 

Because 883,000 veterans are jobless, the House Veterans Affairs Committee in its report to the Budget 
Committee asked that $150 million be added to the VA budget for FY 1984 to authorize a veterans’ job 
training program. A similar request was made by the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee. 

se x 

Recently, the VFW testified before the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee in support of a peacetime GI 
Bill, funded fully by Defense Department since it would be a recruitment and retention tool. VFW said Bill’s 
thrust should be aimed primarily toward use of benefits by veteran himself, make reserve forces eligible for 
benefits and enable those enrolled in veterans educational assistance program and service personnel 
eligible for Vietnam Era GI Bill have opportunity to participate in the new program. At same hearing VFW 
voiced support for repeal of GI Bill delimiting date and increase by 15% rates of education and training 
assistance under current GI Bill. 

e * * 

Before subcommittee on Hospitals and Health Care of HVAC, VFW supported extension by at least a 
year of readjustment counseling program for Vietnam veterans and undertake a research project through 
the program that would focus on the effects of stress on ability of veterans to resume their places 
in civilian life. 

Subcommittee was given much evidence of counseling program’s effectiveness in assisting Vietnam 
veterans and demand for its assistance has greatly surpassed VA’s ability to provide it. Program is 
projected to increase its caseloads by 70,000 to 80,000 veterans this year and it is evident that more time 
is needed to aid the veterans as well as for the VA to assess properly program’s value and the form and 
status it should have in the future. 
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SERVICE 


VA has replied to more VFW mandates. On Resolution 607, Herbicide Exposure: VA supports transfer of 
study to Centers for Disease Control, but must retain responsibility for reporting results to Congressional 
offices. VA will continue Agent Orange program to emphasize monitoring of study at CDC, VA mortality 
study, identical twins study, study of dioxins and furans and adipose tissue, development of a mongraph 
series related to Agent Orange and Agent Blue and several other projects. VA continues to hold position 
that claims must be based on medical and scientific evidence, with cases of reasonable doubt being decided 
in favor of the veteran. Departure from this would be precedent-setting and harmful to Vietnam veterans. 

On Resolution 623, Herbicide Fee-Basis Genetic Counseling: VA cannot support this. VA does not have 
legislative authority for it. VA disputes resolution’s premise that it has “no facilities of any consequence” to 
assist veterans with genetic concerns. VA reply cites psychological counseling services and adds, “There is 
no medical or scientific evidence to support the conclusion that exposure of Vietnam veterans to Agent 
Orange, other phenoxy herbicides and dioxin has any adverse health effect on procreative abilities.” VA, 
however, concurs with resolution’s spirit. 

On Resolution 635, National Health Insurance: VA agrees with this resolution. “We will vigorously 
pursue the goals of maintaining the VA health care system as a separate and independent organizational 
entity.” Resolution 659, Outpatient Dental Care—World War I Veterans: VA Department of Medicine and 
Surgery will carefully review this resolution. Resolution 673, VA Hospital Employment Discrimination: “We 
do not agree with this resolution,’ VA says. The VA does not give preference to aliens over U.S. citizens. The 
extensive reply to Resolution 734 appears in full in the May Washington Action Reporter. 


NATIONAL SECURITY 


On prisoners and missing in Southeast Asia, Defense Department says 228 live-sighting reports or 46% 
of them: remain unverified and are being investigated to confirm information. Remaining 1,270 reports 
pertain to hearsay sightings and to crashsite and gravesite information. Major obstacle is lack of 
information from Indochinese governments. 

Broken down, they shape up like this: Kampuchea (Cambodia) claims it has no knowledge of 
Americans unaccounted for there, but it is known some U.S. personnel now listed as unaccounted for were 
captured in Kampuchea. Laos agreed to end hostilities about time of repatriation of U.S. prisoners from 
Vietnam, but U.S. did not sign the agreement. 

Laos has provided little information on unaccounted for Americans. Five years ago Laotians gave 
remains of four persons to a Congressional delegation. Two later were identified as Southeast Asians, one a 
US. pilot and the other still is unidentified. 

Vietnam: Much evidence indicates Vietnamese know fates of many unaccounted for Americans. For 
example, after signing peace agreement 10 years ago, they gave US. a list of 40 Americans who died in 
captivity, but since then have not turned over the remains or accounted otherwise for them. It is known 
also that Communists captured a number of Americans whose names have not appeared on any lists 
turned over to the U.S. 


ek OK 
Coalition for Peace Through Strength cites several reasons a nuclear freeze would increase risk of 
nuclear war. For one thing it would lock U.S. into military inferiority to the USSR. Another: it would lock 
US. into strategic obsolescence. Freeze leaders are calling for unilateral freeze. It is not verifiable except by 
on-site inspection, refused by Soviets. Soviets cannot be trusted. Freeze was tried by U.S., but Soviets speeded 
up arms race. Freeze demand is based on sole idea that nuclear weapons are the problem, forgets Soviet 
threat to freedom. Freeze leaders oppose building any U.S. defense against a Soviet nuclear attack, even 
though they could kill 60% of all Americans in an allout exchange and lose less than 10% of their own 
people. National Strategy of Peace Through Strength has been endorsed by President Reagan, Secretary of 
Defense Weinberger, a majority of Congressmen, 12 state legislatures and 130 national organizations, 
including VFW and Ladies Auxiliary. 


* oe OK 
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VFW Speaks; Congress Listens 


(This is the text of Commander-in- 
Chief Currieo’s presentation to the 
House and Senate Veterans Affairs 
Committees on March 8. Variations 
between the House and Senate ver- 
sions are noted parenthetically.) 


(Senate: It is a pleasure to welcome 
the new member of this important 
Committee, the Honorable Rudy Bosch- 
witz of Minnesota. Also, we wish the 
gentleman from West Virginia, the 
Honorable Jennings Randolph, a very, 
very happy birthday.) 

Mr. Chairman (G.V. Montgomery in 
the House and Alan K. Simpson in the 
Senate) permit me to commend and 
thank this Committee for having shep- 


a ei 


His Congressman, Rep. Jim McNulty (Ariz.), introduces Commander-in-Chief Currieo to the 


House Veterans Affairs Committee. 


herded through the second session of 
the 97th Congress legislation benefi- 
cial to our nation’s veterans, their 
dependents and survivors and fulfill- 
ing many of our VFW resolutions and 
priority legislative goals. 

In particular, we are grateful for the 
effort expended by you, Mr. Chairman, 
and the Ranking Minority Member, 
John Paul Hammerschmidt, for having 
worked so diligently with Bill Hefner 
(N.C.) and Phil Gramm (Texas) in 
enhancing the Veterans Administration 
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budget for the current fiscal year to 
permit a full 7.4% cost-of-living increase 
in the Compensation and Dependency 
and Indemnity Compensation pro- 
grams, increasing funding available for 
medical care, medical and prosthetic 
research and grants to state homes. 
As is a matter of record, the VFW 
supported legislation which became 
Public Law 97-251, the Veterans Admin- 
istration Health Care Improvement and 
Extension Act of 1982, that not only 
makes more attractive the pay scales 
and working hours for registered 
nurses with the Veterans Administra- 
tion but expands the Nurses’ Scholar- 
ship Program authorized by Public Law 
96-330 and extends grants to state 
homes an additional four years through 


the fiscal year 1986. As well as grant- 
ing cost-of-living increases, Public Law 
97-306, the Veterans Compensation 
and Employment Amendments of 1982, 
restricts contracting out within the 
Veterans Administration’s Department 
of Medicine and Surgery, strengthens 
the Veterans Employment Service with- 
in the Department of Labor and man- 
dates that the Department of Labor's 
budget include as a line item funds for 
the Disabled Veterans Outreach Pro- 
gram (DVOP). 


PROER-~iq. 
es yoee-ay 
YETERAMS OF FRE, 


Sen. Dennis DeConcini (Ariz.) introduces 
Currieo to the Senate Veterans Affairs 
Committee. 

We attribute these legislative suc- 
cesses in no small part to the fine rap- 
port and working relationship that 
exists between your fine professional 
staff and in particular, Mark G. Flem- 
ing, your Chief Counsel and Staff Direc- 
tor; Frank Stover, your Deputy Chief 
Counsel, and Rufus Wilson, Minority 
Counsel and Staff Director; (Senate: 
Thomas E. Harvey, your Chief Counsel 
and Staff Director; Julie Susman, Legis- 
lative Director; Jonathan Steinberg, 
Minority Chief Counsel, and Edward 
Scott, Minority General Counsel) with 
the Executive Director of our VFW 
Washington Office, Cooper T. Holt, and 
our National Legislative Director, 
Donald H. Schwab, and their staffs. 


(continued on page 8) 


Before presenting VFW legislative 
recommendations, Currieo meets with Rep. 
John Paul Hammerschmidt (Ark.), ranking 
minority member, and Rep. G.V. (Sonny) 
Montgomery (Miss, ), chairman of the House 
Veterans Affairs Committee. 


(continued from page 6) 


I would be remiss, indeed, if I failed 
to compliment Mr. Edgar, Chairman of 
the Subcommittee on Hospitals and 
Health Care (Senate: Sen. DeConcini 
and the Committee for supporting the 
Honorable Ted Stevens) for his tena- 
cious effort in prohibiting the General 
Services Administration from contract- 
ing out this fiscal year some 13,000 
jobs as custodians, guards, elevator 
operators and messengers specifically 
reserved for veterans under the provi- 
sions of 5 USC 3310 as stipulated in 
the Continuing Resolution, Public Law 
97-377. We now request the introduc- 
tion and passage of legislation per- 
manently prohibiting the contracting 
out of these positions. 

Mr. Chairman, the purpose of this 
hearing, of course, is to present our 
priority legislative program for this 
first session of the 98th Congress. Ap- 
pended to my testimony is a copy of 
our pamphlet, “Legislative and Secu- 
rity Priority Goals for 1983,” and with- 
out objection, it is requested this 
pamphlet be made a part of the hear- 
ing record. 

You will note that our very first 
priority calls for a budget for the Veter- 
ans Administration which will ade- 
quately maintain the basic integrity of 
the VA hospital and medical care sys- 
tem and the entitlement and benefit 
programs. 

Mr. Chairman, the President's pro- 
posed budget for the Veterans Admin- 
istration for the fiscal year 1984 is 
$25.69 billion in outlays, an increase of 
$1.3 billion over this fiscal year and 
3.02% of the federal budget of $848.5 
billion. We believe the proposed budget 


Currieo and Rep. Chalmers Wylie (Ohio). 
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Rep. Thomas A. Daschle (S.D.) greets 


is an extremely good one in view of 
present economic conditions and the 
fact that the budgets for eight other 
functions of the federal government 
will be cut a total of $22.5 billion in 
outlays. The budget provides for sub- 
stantial increases in medical care and 
employment within the Veterans 
Administration’s Department of Medi- 
cine and Surgery. The construction 
budget of $673.6 million in outlays is 
by far the largest in the history of the 
Veterans Administration. 

Deferral of the proposed 5.1% cost- 
of-living increase in the Veterans 
Administration Pension program until 
Dec, 1, 1983, and in the Compensation 
and Dependency and Indemnity Com- 
pensation (DIC) programs until April 
1, 1984, will, unquestionably, elicit an 
emotional response by many and re- 
quire others to be more frugal in 
spending. As we are all aware, this 
delayed cost-of-living increase is not 
visited upon veterans and their survi- 


Currieo meets Rep. John Bryant (Texas). 


Currieo. 


vors only, but is to be imposed on the 
beneficiaries of all federally funded 
programs. 


(continued on page 10) 


Sen. Alan K. Simpson (Wyo.), chairman of 
the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee, 
welcomes Currieo to the session. 


Rep. Wayne Dowdy (Miss.) with Currieo. 


(continued from page 8) 

The VFW supports this action to 
restrain the growing deficit and insure 
the continued integrity of veterans’ 
programs. However, and let me make 
this abundantly clear, should other 
federal beneficiaries be exempted from 
delayed cost-of-living increases, then 
we will oppose any delay in cost-of- 
living increases for our disabled veter- 
ans and their survivors and use every 
resource at our disposal to rectify the 
situation. 

In a related area, Mr. Chairman, we 
are disappointed that the Administra- 
tion has proposed granting no cost-of- 
living increase whatsoever to those on 
active duty in our Armed Forces and 
federal civilian employees and, also, 
that cost-of-living increases would be 
deferred by one year for federal civ- 
ilian and Armed Forces retirees. We 
fully realize this is not the authorizing 
Committee for either Armed Forces or 
civilian pay matters, but each one of 
you, as a member of the House of 
Representatives (or Senate), will vote 
on these issues and we urge you to use 
all of your considerable influence to 
provide more consideration for those 
who are presently serving and those 
who have served our great nation. 
Another of our priority goals is to 
support equal cost-of-living increases 
and to oppose the selective capping of 
COLA as the Omnibus Budget Recon- 
ciliation Act of 1982 had done for fed- 
eral retirees under age 62. 

Although we do, indeed, support 
the President’s proposed budget, reduc- 
tions in certain areas are cause for 


Rep. Nancy L. Johnson (Conn.) poses with 
Currieo. 
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concern. Most disturbing to us are the 
reductions of $4.1 million, 110 employ- 
ees and 400 beds in the domiciliary 
care program, $9.6 million in the out- 
patient fee program, $2.8 million in 
contract hospital care and the reduc- 
tion of 1,000 patients in the average 
daily patient census in Veterans 
Administration hospitals. These reduc- 
tions in patient care will most directly 
affect our aging veteran population 
and women veterans who require spe- 
cialized care not readily available in all 
Veterans Administration facilities. 
Frankly, we question the wisdom of 
saving $16.5 million in these areas. 

Mr. Chairman, we also have misgiv- 
ings with respect to the continuing 
reduction of personnel within the 
Veterans Administration’s Department 
of Veterans Benefits. The loss of an 
additional 419 personnel in the upcom- 
ing year will represent a 28%% reduc- 
tion since 1976 without, we are advised, 
anywhere near a proportionate reduc- 
tion in workload. The obvious result 
will be longer and longer delays in 
processing the claims and appeals of 
veterans and their survivors. 

Mr. Chairman, it would appear our 
Vietnam veterans are being asked to 
undergo a disproportionate share of 
reductions in federal spending. We 
object to the discontinuance of cor- 
respondence courses since it is the 
only way many Vietnam veterans are 
able to avail themselves of the GI Bill 
and advance their education. In addi- 
tion, again this year no cost-of-living 
increase is contemplated for those 
pursuing higher education. 

Another of our priority goals ad- 
dresses the issue of resolving the her- 
bicide and toxic substances exposure 
of our veterans who served in Viet- 
nam. This nightmare hangs over their 
heads like the Sword of Damocles and 
casts a shadow on their children, born 
and not yet born. These veterans and 
their families have lived with this 
mental anguish for well over a decade 
and the Veterans Administration has 
dragged its feet and been irresolute in 
coming to grips with the problem. 

Even now, the Centers for Disease 
Control in Atlanta, Ga., estimate it will 
take several years to begin to ascer- 
tian, in fact, which disabilities, includ- 
ing genetic disabilities, are attributable 
to herbicides containing dioxins and 
other toxic substances. 

Meanwhile, there are growing indi- 
cations that various forms of cancer, 


Rep. J. Roy Rowland (Ga.) meets Currieo. 


liver and intestinal diseases and meta- 
bolic and neurological disorders are 
related to dioxins used in herbicides. 
As a result of the procrastination and 
mishandling of this problem, very real 
to Vietnam veterans, and after long 
and heated debate, the voting dele- 
gates to our 83rd National Convention 
held in Los Angeles, Calif., last August 
passed a resolution supporting legisla- 
tion introduced by the Honorable 
Thomas A. Daschle, a member of the 
House Committee, and a companion 
bill by Sen. Arlen Specter, to grant pre- 
sumptive service connection for dis- 


abilities the VA Administrator believes « 


to be the result of exposure to herbi- 
cides or other toxic substances used 
in Vietnam 

Once having been so mandated, I 
have the duty as Commander-in-Chief 
to pursue vigorously the introduction 
and passage of legislation fulfilling this 
resolution. This I have done. In view 
thereof, I urge early consideration and 
all possible support for Mr. Daschle’s 
new bill (Senate: and similar pending 
legislation) even though we of the 
VFW may have reservations with some 
provisions thereof which will be thor- 
oughly discussed when hearings are 
held. It is easy for those not affected to 
say wait, but our Vietnam veterans 
whose lives are affected can wait no 
longer. I am hopeful other veterans’ 
organizations will join us in this en- 
deavor. 

Expansion of the Geriatric Research, 
Education and Clinical Centers 
(GRECCs) from eight to 15 was author- 
ized by Public Law 96-330, and the 
pursuit of this program for aging veter- 
ans is another of our priority goals. 
Although the enacting legislation be- 

(continued on page 12) 


(continued from page 10) 


came law on Aug. 26, 1980, when 
both the House and Senate overrode 
the President’s veto, only in the fiscal 
year 1984 budget has the Veterans 
Administration moved to increase the 
number of GRECCs. To the credit of 
Administrator Walters, who, we under- 
stand, pressed for several new GRECCs, 
the funding will be available for one 
more in the upcoming fiscal year. 

Mr. Chairman, obviously the most 
serious problem facing our nation at 
this time is the extremely high unem- 
ployment rate which, even including 
Armed Forces personnel in the work 
force for the first time, exceeds 10%. 
Two of our priority goals address vet- 
erans’ preference and veterans’ employ- 
ment programs. Unemployment pres- 
ently stands at 10.4% and for Vietnam 
veterans in the 30-34 age group, unem- 
ployment is presently 12.5% compared 
to 8.8% for the same period last year. 

At the present time the only pro- 
jected new jobs program specifically 
including veterans is in Part C, Title IV 
of the Job Training Partnership Act, 
Public Law 97-300, which becomes 
effective in the fiscal year 1984 and 
sets aside 5% of specified funding for 
disabled, Vietnam Era and recently 
discharged veterans. 

We hope this program will be more 
helpful to veterans than was the Com- 
prehensive Employment and Training 
Act (CETA) since, with implementa- 
tion, state employment services will 
have broader authority to designate 
priority target groups among the eligi- 
ble population. In addition, with revi- 
sions being made in the Wagner-Peyser 
Act, we must make sure that the 
Secretary of Labor ascertains that 
state agencies are fully conversant with 
the provisions of Chapter 41, Title 38 
of the United States Code with respect 
to job counseling, training and place- 
ment services for veterans and that 
they are fully supportive thereof. 

I wish to thank this Committee for 
advancing legislation which has be- 
come law strengthening veterans’ em- 
ployment prospects of programs both 
with the Department of Labor and the 
Veterans Administration. However, I 
urge you in the strongest possible 
terms to be absolutely certain that any 
new jobs program advanced by this 
Congress clearly and unmistakably 
earmarks a proportionate percentage 


of funding for veterans employment. 


Our last priority goal, Mr. Chairman, 
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Sen. Dennis DeConcini, center, introduces 
Commander-in-Chief Currieo to Senate Com- 
mittee. Left is Legislative Director Don 
Schwab. Right is Legislative Chairman 
John Mahan. 


one perennially pursued by my prede- 
cessors for many years, is to pursue 
the establishment of an open national 
cemetery in every state to augment 
the regional cemeteries. It has not 
escaped our notice that during the 
past year a regional cemetery was 
opened at Indiantown Gap, Pa., and 
the post cemetery at Fort Custer, 
Mich., was opened to meet the require- 
ments of Region V for a national 
cemetery pending the opening of the 
Fort Custer National Cemetery in 1984. 
In addition, the National Cemetery at 
Quantico, Va., will open this calendar 
year, and in 1984, the Veterans Admin- 
istration will operate the post ceme- 


tery at Fort Richardson in Anchorage, 
Alaska. 

Another portion of this priority goal 
opposed the elimination of upright 
headstones now furnished by the 
Veterans Administration. While we ap- 
preciate the fact that upright or gran- 
ite headstones are more subject to 
damage in shipment than flat bronze 
markers and make more difficult the 
mowing of lawns in cemeteries, we 
strongly oppose this elimination. We 
believe there should continue to be 
free choice of headstones or markers 
particularly in national cemeteries. 
There are areas in this country where, 
because of the ground being covered 
by deep snow for protracted periods 
during the winter, the survivors of 
veterans and even cemetery personnel 
are unable to locate specific graves 
identified by flat markers. 

Mr. Chairman, the voting delegates 
to our National Convention again 
passed a resolution calling for the crea- 
tion of Cabinet status for the Adminis- 
trator of Veterans Affairs which is 
identified as Resolution No. 613. Al- 
though not included in our priority 
goals, elevation of this position has 
been sought by the VFW for many, 
many years. We sincerely believe that 
the head of the third largest agency in 
the federal government employing 
more personnel than the Department 
of State, Department of Labor, Depart- 
ment of Commerce, the Department 
of Transportation and Department of 


(continued on page 13) 


Wearing his VFW cap, Sen. Strom Thurmond (S.C.) listens intently. 


Command Post 


(continued from page 12 


Justice and representing our nation’s 
28.5 million veterans, who with their 
dependents represent nearly half of 
the population of this great nation, 
should sit as a member of the Presi- 
dent’s Cabinet. 

As it is now, and has been, when the 
Cabinet meets to discuss budget mat- 
ters and, yes, the unemployment situa- 
tion among others, there has never 
been a spokesman to represent veter- 
ans whose primary concern is the wel- 
fare of our nation’s veterans, their 
dependents and survivors. We were 
delighted, Mr. Chairman, when you 
introduced H.R. 648 to establish ‘the 
Veterans Administration as an execu- 
tive department and referred your bill 
to the House Committee on Govern- 
ment Operations. 

(Senate: We were delighted, Sen. 
Thurmond, when you introduced S. 107 
for yourself and Sens. Randolph, Pryor 
and Pell to establish the Veterans 
Administration as an executive de- 
partment and referred your bill to the 
Committee on Governmental Affairs. 
I have also noted the introduction of 
S. Con. Res. 2 by Sen. Cranston for 
himself, you, Mr. Chairman, and Sens. 
Randolph, Matsunaga, DeConcini, 
Mitchell and Denton expressing the 
sense of Congress with respect to the 
role of the Administrator of Veterans 
Affairs to be considered by this 
Committee.) 

Ihave written to both the Chairman 
of that Committee, the Honorable Jack 
Brooks (Texas) and the Ranking Mi- 
nority Member, the Honorable Frank 


Horton (N.Y.), requesting early consid- 
eration and passage of your bill. Sim- 
ilar legislation has been introduced in 
the Senate by the Honorable Strom 
Thurmond for himself and Sens. Ran- 
dolph, Pryor and Pell, which has been 
referred to the Committee on Govern- 
mental Affairs. I have also noted that 
you, Mr. Chairman, and the Ranking 
Minority Member, the Honorable John 
Paul Hammerschmidt, have introduced 
House Concurrent Resolution 47 ex- 
pressing the sense of Congress with 
respect to the role of the Administra- 
tor of Veterans Affairs to be consid- 
ered by this Committee. 

As stated earlier in my testimony, 
Mr. Chairman, we believe the proposed 
budget for the Veterans Administra- 
tion recommended by the President is 
an exceedingly good one, all things 
considered, and reiterates unmistak- 
ably his firm commitment to our na- 
tion’s veterans. 

It is a budget with which we can live 
in good conscience and I sincerely 
hope that it is the budget both the 
Senate and House of Representatives 
will act upon and that members of 
Songress and my staff do not have to 
cope with numerous proposed alter- 
native budgets which was the case last 
year. It is also my sincere hope that 
during the reconciliation process ac- 
tions are not recommended and taken 
to whittle away at the budget we now 
support. I am pleased that so far this 
year none of the previous horrendous 
anti-veterans proposals to eliminate 
and erode veterans’ benefits have 
surfaced. 


NEW 


Sen. Jennings Randolph (W. Va.) asks a probing question. 


MEDICAL 
FILE 


concise up-to-date information 
on effective treatment of 
common medical problems 


CAN’T SLEEP? 
NIGHTTIME PAIN? 


When your head aches, you can't sleep and ordinary 
sleep-aids like Sominex, Nytol and Unisom don't really 
help—try Quiet World” It's a lot more than a sleep aid. In 
fact, you'd need the relaxant in Sominex plus the 2 pain 
felievers doctors recommend most to get all the help 
Quiet World brings. 
Quiet World makes 
you drowsy... 
relieves your pain— 
so you can sleep. 


PAINFUL CORNS 


Ordinary pads just cushion painful corns to relieve the 
pressure. FREEZONE® Solution acts directly on the 
corn with special medicines that penetrate painlessly to 
the core of the corn. In just a few applications, 
FREEZONE helps dissolve the corn away...layer by 
layer. Don't just 
cushion your corns. 
Dissolve them away 
with FREEZONE. 


HEMORRHOID 
SUFFERERS. 


Use medicated Cleansing Pads by the makers of 
Preparation H.® They're 
pre-moistened, soft cloth 
pads that often provide 
soothing, temporary relief 
from the burning itch and 
pain of inflamed hemor- 
rhoidal tissue. 


ARTHRITIS PAIN? 
HERE’S HELP. 


Trust Arthritis Pain Formula. I's a very special medicine 
for arthritis pain 

It's stronger than regular pain relievers. It's microfined 
And it has two buffers for extra stomach protection. Doctors 
trust the medicine in Arthritis Pain Formula for hours of 
relief from minor arthritis 
pain. It's effective 
for headaches, too. 

And if you can’t 
take aspirin, there's 
Aspirin-Free Arthritis, 
Pain Formula 


Use all medications only as directed. 
© 1983 Whitehall Laboratories, New York, N.Y. 
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Strong America Means 
Peaceful World 


World peace depends on a strong 
and secure United States, Sen. John G. 
Tower (Texas), chairman of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, told the 
VFW at the organization’s annual Con- 
gressional Dinner, March 8, at the Sher- 
aton Washington Hotel. 

At the dinner, highlight of the VFW's 
annual Mid-Winter Conference and 
attended by more than 2,500 persons, 
Tower was presented with the VFW 
Congressional Award by Commander- 
in-Chief James R. Currieo. The honor 
carries with it a $1,000 check, which 


Sen. Tower is welcomed to the pre-banquet 
reception by Commander-in-Chief Currieo. 
Behind them is Tower's Congressional Award. 


the Senator earmarked for Southern 
Methodist University, the school where 
he obtained his master’s in political 
science. 

To the applause of the audience, 
Tower asked whether a public official 
should be honored for doing what he 
should do in the first place. The award 
is made for outstanding service to the 
nation. 

“We can’t have an affluent society 
unless we have security,” Tower said. 
“Some people ask whether a defense 
buildup is affordable. It is amazing 
that in a society as affluent as this 
there is a debate on the affordability 
of defense.” 

Tower called the threat posed by 
Soviet forces as “ominous indeed.” 

“We have to look at the Soviet Union 
to divine its intentions,” he continued. 
“In the past five years, the Soviet Union 
has built a tremendous military 
machine and is projecting its power 
throughout the earth. 

“It is not in our interest to see that 
power go unchecked.” 

Because of military expenditures by 
the Soviets, Tower said, their people 
now do not live as well as Americans 
did during World War II. 

“Can we then not find it possible to 
dedicate a much smaller proportion of 
our wealth than they did to defend 
themselves against any threat?” 


Sen. Tower and Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberger chat at the reception. With them is 
Commander-in-Chief Currieo. 
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Sen. John G. Tower (Texas), chairman of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee, calls for a 
stronger U.S. defense. He received the annual 
VFW Congressional Award at the Mid-Winter 
Conference banquet. 


Tower said some Americans argue 
that defense spending should be lim- 
ited to 5% of the national income, but 
if the U.S. matched Soviet expendi- 
tures, 10% would have to be spent. 

“Some say the military brass want 
expensive playthings, but the brass 
are among the finest class in this 
country,” he asserted. “This is not a mil- 
itaristic country, but a nation with an 
abhorrence of war” 

Tower said civilian authorities deter- 
mine military policy, but the military 
must be given the tools to carry out 
the defense assignment. 

“The military men did not conclude 
the NATO alliance or any others in the 
world,” he continued. “When we ask 
them to honor the nation’s commit- 
ments, we had better give them the 
tools to do the job.” 

Tower expressed the hope that the 
whole world would develop “a climate 
where all people can aspire to their 
own self-determination to the end that 
we can reduce the national inventory 
of dread weapons” 

At the dinner also the six top win- 
ners of the Voice of Democracy contest 
were introduced and the first place 
winner, Melissa Houghton, 16, of Sun- 
bury, Pa., a high school junior, deliv- 
ered her winning broadcast script. 

Turning to her, Tower said, “I hope 
her attitude is typical of her genera- 
tion.” : 

In concluding, he said the members 
of the VFW “are the salt of the earth.” 


Security Comes First 


Defense questions from three perspectives—current 
readiness, overall policy and illegal immigration—were dis- 
cussed by authorities in the field, Sunday, March 6, before 
the VFW National Security and Foreign Affairs Committee. 

The session was a major event of the annual Mid- 
Winter Conference held in Washington at the Sheraton 
Washington Hotel. 

Gen. PX. Kelley, deputy commandant of the Marine 
Corps, said his service has seen some remarkable changes 
in the past seven or eight years to the point that now its 
recruits are “highly trainable and highly motivated.” 

“The improvement is not all related to the economy,” 
he explained. “As far as we are concerned quality begets 
quality. If the men are treated well and led properly, they 
will tell the story back home.” 

However, he added that problems have crept into the 
services, such as a loss of unit cohesion and what he called 
civilianization of language characteristic of the services 
that are due to computers. 

“I couldn't be more optimistic about the future of the 
Marine Corps,” he continued. “Four years ago we were in 
the pits and even the existence of the corps was in doubt.” 

At present, however, the Marines have the highest 
readiness rate in their history, including a 90% average for 
equipment, he said. 

“Technologically, we are ahead of the Russians and my 
emphasis is on reliability and ruggedness,” he said. “But 
private industry has to bear a high degree of responsibility 
for maintaining the quality of equipment we receive.” 

Kelley observed that a 30-day warranty is no good toa 
Marine if his rifle jams. 

He urged the VFW to call on American industry to 
provide only the best equipment to the services and to 
employ only the best methods of quality control. 

Retired Air Force Gen. Russell E. Dougherty, of the Air 
Force Association, expressed pleasure over the pace of U.S. 
rearmament under the Reagan Administration, citing the 
revival of the B-1 bomber. 

“Basically, the U.S. is anti-military and we like it that 


Retired Air Force Gen. Russell Dougherty welcomes Reagan 
rearmament plans, 
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Gen. PX. Kelley, deputy Marine Corps commandant, praises 
readiness of his troops. 


way,” he said. “Many people came to this country to escape 
some kind of a military, police or caste system.” 

However, at the present time, he continued, the US., 
once protected by the oceans, is threatened for the first 
time in its history because of modern technology. 

“The nation is afraid and the freezenik thing up here 
[a reference to the anti-nuclear arms rally in Washington 
on March 7] is a symptom of that fear,” he said. “We have 
the resources, the industrial base and the deterrent force 
can work forever.” 

The question, he said, is how to build wisely the forces to 
deter Soviet aggression. 

“We must never let a gap occur between us and the 
Soviet Union,” he declared. 

“There is nothing new about nuclear weapons,” he added. 
“It is only that more people are aware of them now.” He 
then quoted Gen. Carl Spaatz as saying, “The second best 
poker hand is no damned good,” and cited France's rapid 
collapse early in World War II as an example of the fate 
America must avoid. 

Linked with the military aspect of national security is an 
immigration policy that will restore to the United States 
the control of its own borders, in the opinion of Roger 
Conner, of the Federation for American Immigration 
Reform. 

Conner said that to reduce the number of illegal aliens 
entering the country from Mexico the Border Patrol should 
be strengthened and Congress should make it illegal to hire 
them. 

He described the problem of illegal aliens as the second 
most serious threat to the United States after the Soviet 
Union. 

Estimating that 8 to 12 million illegals are working in the 
US., Conner said these represent jobs taken from the 11 
million unemployed Americans and create a further drain 
through welfare and unemployment compensation benefits. 

Conner asserted that illegal aliens collect $1 billion a 
year in Social Security benefits. 


Support Agent Orange Bill, 
Currieo Urges 


Support for legislation calling on the 
federal government to make exposure 
to Agent Orange and other herbicides 
sprayed in Southeast Asia a presump- 
tive disability and to shift the burden 
of proof from the veteran to the au- 
thorities was urged by Commander-in- 
Chief James R. Currieo at the VFW's 
annual Mid-Winter Conference in 
Washington. 

Currieo expressed this view, based 
on a mandate adopted by the 83rd 
National Convention last year, at the 
meeting of the National Legislative 
Committee, March 6, at the Sheraton 
Washington Hotel. 

“It is easy for us who have not been 
affected by this issue to say wait, but 
these Vietnam veterans have waited 
for more than 10 long years,” he as- 
serted. 

“The VFW is the only veterans’ 
organization that has announced sup- 
port for this effort and we hope others 
will join us.” 

In addition to Currieo, the Commit- 
tee heard from Sen. Dennis DeConcini 
(Ariz.), a member of the Senate Veter- 
ans Affairs Committee; Rep. John Paul 
Hammerschmidt (Ark.), ranking minor- 
ity member of the House Veterans 
Affairs Committee, and VA Deputy 
Administrator Everett Alvarez, a Viet- 
nam veteran who spent eight years as 
a prisoner of war. Alvarez was pinch- 
hitting for VA Administrator Harry 
Walters, snowbound in Denver. 

DeConcini linked strong veterans’ 
programs with United States defense 
policies. 
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“Only a foolish man would think 
that defense can be brought about 
without strong veterans’ programs,” 
he said. “I believe in a strong national 
defense and the veterans’ system.” 

DeConcini listed pending legislation 
to aid those currently in the service. 
One would provide educational incen- 
tives. Others would increase GI Bill 
subsistence for veteran-students by 
15% and establish judicial review of VA 
decisions on disability claims. 

In its stance on the herbicide issue, 
he continued, “the VFW has demon- 
strated courage and not political ex- 
pediency.” 

Rep. Hammerschmidt said the VA 
fiscal year 1984 budget of $26.7 billion 
“is one of the best I have seen in my 
Congressional career.” He praised the 
VFW for facing the current economic 
problems in its budget recommenda- 
tions. 

He singled out as an example the 
organization's acceptance of six-month 
delays in pension and compensation 
cost-of-living increases contingent on 
assurance that all other federal bene- 
ficiaries will be treated in a like man- 
ner. 

In view of several far-reaching pro- 
visions in the 1984 budget, especially 
the ones calling for new construction 
of medical facilities, as well as modern- 
ization and renovation of existing 
ones,. Hammerschmidt said Congress 
“will be very active in carrying out its 
oversight responsibility.” 

To combat veterans’ unemployment, 
he said, the $74 million earmarked for 


repair and maintenance of VA hospi- 
tals will provide 3,000 veterans’ jobs 
and the addition of $150 million for 
on-the-job training and retraining was 
recommended. 

“To pursue good and necessary goals, 
Congress needs the VFW’s wisdom, 
courage and patience,” he concluded. 

Reviewing some of the provisions of 
the 1984 VA budget, Alvarez said 2,000 
employees have been added to the 
Department of Medicine and Surgery 
and $868 million has been allocated to 
new construction, a 58% increase over 
the 1983 figure. 

“We are going to do what needs to 
be done to meet the needs of the veter- 
ans,” he added. Alvarez also had high 
praise for President Reagan, saying 
“there never has been a better advo- 
cate for veterans than he.” 

“Any man or woman who has served 
the country honorably and well de- 
serves the best the country has to 
offer,” he added. 

Alvarez said the VA is going to work 
to create “a positive portrayal of Viet- 
nam veterans and develop a positive 
association with the Department of 
Defense, enhance its research activity 
and “shoot for comment from the 
Department of Health and Human Re- 
sources and veterans’ organizations 
on Agent Orange in working for an 
early resolution of the problem.” 

Of the VFW, he commented, “You 
have a unique appreciation for this 
country and what it stands for and we 
hope you will continue to speak out.” 


\ 


After six full days of whirlwind ac- 
tivity in the nation’s capital, the 52 
State and Department Voice of Demo- 
cracy winners were a tired but happy 
bunch, all agreeing the experience to 
be most memorable as well as educa- 
tional. 

The winners kicked off their activi- 
ties with a pizza party get-together on 
March 4. The following day they began 
touring Washington in earnest. 

Springlike weather made the March 
5 journey to Mt. Vernon especially 
enjoyable. While at George Washing- 
ton’s home, they laid a wreath at the 


first President’s tomb. Later in the day, 
they returned to the capital to tour 
several of the Smithsonian museums. 

On Sunday, March 6, the group 
began the day with a visit to the 
Washington Cathedral, followed by a 
tour of Arlington National Cemetery, 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, 
the National Memorial Amphitheater, 
the gravesite of John EF Kennedy and 
the Iwo Jima Memorial. 

The same evening, they attended a 
dinner at the Sheraton Washington 
Hotel where the name of the first 
place winner was announced. 


Commander-in-Chief James R. Currieo congratulates the Voice of Democracy winners. They 
are Melissa Houghton, first; Laurie Blackburn, second; Kathryn McKee, third; Robert S. 
Horst, fourth; Michelle Nuszkiewicz, fifth, all winners of T.C. Selman Memorial Scholarships, 
and Angela Carol Calder, sixth, who was awarded the Francis J. Tallman Scholarship. 


Awards totalled $32,500. 


Bottom: Voice winners lay wreath at Tomb of Unknown Soldier. 
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Voice of Democracy Department winners 
pose on Capitol steps during their tour of 
Washington. 


The following day, the winners spent 
the day in the heart of Washington to 
visit the Library of Congress, the 
Capitol building, the Bureau of Engrav- 
ing and Printing and the Washington 
Monument. During the evening, they 
were special guests at a private screen- 
ing at the Motion Picture Association 
of America. 


Tuesday morning, they toured the 
White House and the John F Kennedy 
Center. That evening, they joined top 
military and political leaders on the 
dais at the VFW Congressional Ban- 
quet where the names of the remain- 
ing five scholarship winners were 
announced, 

Judges for the national finals were 
Past Commanders-in-Chief Joseph A. 
Scerra and Joseph Vicites, Harriet 
Blue, National 4-H Council; David Del- 
gado, National Association of Secon- 
dary School Principals; Rae Evans, 
Hallmark Cards; David Fiske, CBS; 
Edward O, Fritts, National Association 
of Broadcasters; Peter B. Kenney, NBC; 
Stephen J. McCormick, Broadcast Pro- 
ductions and Services; Paul Myer, ABC; 
Thomas O'Brien, Mutual Broadcasting 
System; James H. Quello, Federal Com- 
munications Commission; Larry Tais- 
hoff, Broadcasting Magazine; Rep. 
Robert S. Walker (Pa.), a former Voice 
of Democracy state winner; Nicolas 
Zapple, formerly with the Senate Com- 
merce Committee staff, and Rep. 
Elwood H. Hillis (Ind.). 


VETERANS OF FOREIGN WARS ANO LADIES AUXILIARY 


NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS » ¥FW BUILDING + KANSAS CITY, MO. 64111 


36-83 


| NATIONAL VOICE OF DEMOCRACY FIRST PLACE WINNER $14,000.00 
FOURTEEN THOUSAND DOLLARS 


J 7.0. SELMAN MEMORE 
+ 


Holding a simulated $14,000 check, representing the first place award in the annual Voice of Democracy contest are 


(The five winners of the T:C. Sel- 
man Memorial Scholarships were 
Melissa Houghton, Sunbury, Pa., Post 
8298 and Auxiliary, first, $14,000; 
Laurie Blackburn, Overland Park, 
Kans., Post 846 and Auxiliary, sec- 
ond, $7,000; Kathryn McKee, Cynthi- 
ana, Ky, Post 6873, third, $4,500; 
Robert S. Hurst, Monroe, La., Post 83993 
and Auxiliary, fourth, $3,500, and 
Michelle Nuszkiewicz, Crescent City, 
Calif, Post 1381 and Auxiliary, fifth, 
$2,500. Angela Carol Calder, Bran- 
don, Miss., Post 687 and Auxiliary, 
won the $1,000 Francis J. Tallman 
Memorial Scholarship. Following is 
Miss Houghton’s first-place broadcast 
script. This year’s theme title was 
“Youth, America’s Strength.”) 


Today was Mr. Smith’s day off. After 
working all week, he thought that he 
could just sit down and relax with his 
favorite paper all day. No sooner did 
Mr. Smith get settled until his son, 
Johnny, came in to the room and 
begged his father to play. Even though 
Mr. Smith really didn’t want to play, he 
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just couldn't say no. So he got an 
idea—on the front page of the paper, 
there was a picture of the United 
States. Mr. Smith ripped the picture 
up into tiny pieces, gave them to 
Johnny, and told him that if he could 
put the picture back together, his 
father would play with him. Expecting 
to get at least another hour of relaxa- 
tion, Mr. Smith no sooner got settled 
again until Johnny walked back into 
the room. He had the picture with 
him, and much to his father’s aston- 
ishment, it was together correctly. 
When his father asked him how he did 
it, Johnny simply replied, “On the back 
of the map was a picture of a little boy, 
and I thought that if I put the little 
boy together right, America would be 
right.” 

American youth...strong-willed, well- 
educated—tomorrow’s leaders. True as 
this may be, I'm sure you've all heard it 
too many times before. But did you 
ever ask yourself if all those state- 
ments are really true? Probably not! 
But being one of America’s youth, I 
did. And obviously so did Johnny. Per- 
haps he is right. Perhaps if the youth 
of America are strong enough and 


Commander-in-Chief James R. Currieo, Auxiliary President Florence Taylor, Melissa Houghton, of Sunbury, Pa., the top 
winner, and Commander Thomas J. Dougherty, of the Pennsylvania Department. 


intelligent enough and patient enough, 
then America itself will hold these 
qualities also. 

But we still don’t answer the question 
—do the youth hold these qualities? In 
very many cases—no! In nine out of 10 
kids, the potential is there, but there is 
just no allowance for development. 

All too many times, when Johnny or 
Mary wants to play or perhaps even 
just talk with their parents, they are 
turned away and told to wait until 
later or go ask big brother or sister. We 
have all had this done to us, and 
probably even done it ourselves. But 
what about the child who had a ter- 
rific idea that might have helped some- 
one, or wanted to try a new innovative 
game? The idea will go unheard and 
the game unplayed. So many times 
slow or backward children, labeled 
such by society, are really quite intelli- 
gent and skillful but simply haven't 
been given the chance to express 
themselves. The youth of today must 
be given a chance to speak their minds, 
and once they do, they must be lis- 
tened to, not just shrugged off as some 
childish mind, trying to make his way 
through an adult world. 


March 


(Parenthetical number indicates times Commander has won this honor ) 


‘s SY 


DIVI DIVII DIVII DIVIV DIVV 
Alfred Kovalcin (5) Sam E. Gladden William L. Dorsey (3) Fred Kauffman Paul Renard (6) 
Ohio California Missouri Washington Louisiana 
Commanders-of-the-Month 
DIVVI DIV VIL DIV VIII DIVIX DIVX 
Wendal Gills (3) Clarence J. Arsenault (5) John A. Bucci (3) William E. Jenkins (5) Joe DeCosta (7) 
Arkansas Maine Rhode Island Delaware Alaska 


national aides-de-camp, recruiting class 


The following V.EW. members have distin- 
guished themselves by winning appointment 
as National Aide-de-Camp, Recruiting Class, 
during the month of March, 1983. To be eligi- 
ble for this award, a member must collect the 
dues of at least 50 new and/or reinstated 
members. 

Thomas R. Tulgetske, Post 3246, Mountain 
Home, Ark.; O. D. Travis, Post 1957, Hickory, 
N.C.; John R. Campbell, Post 1810, Pitts- 
burgh, Pa.; John R. Connor, Post 8463, Cape 
Coral, Fla.; Harlan D. Waller, Post 8577, Cop- 
peras Cove, Texas; Charlie Clanton, Post 9191, 
Killeen, Texas; T. W. Russell, Post 2572, Vicks- 
burg, Anthony P. Prusinowski, Post 
7927, Berlin, N.J.; Adam J. Howat, Post 
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1504, North Platte, Neb.; Frank C. Cunning- 
ham and William R. Lutsko, Post 4287, Or- 
lando, Fla.; William A. Harper, Post 3513, Sun 
Lakes, Ariz.; A. C. Scott, Jr, Post 1347, Grand 
Island, Neb. 

Pete Romano, Post 1966, Ft. Lauderdale, 
Fla.; Tommie L. Horney, Post 5179, La Mesa, 
Calif.; J. E. Skarzynski, Post 2833, Succa- 
sunna, N.J.; James L. Toon, Post 1201, Ponca 
City, Oxla.; Lorraine J. Robinson, Post 7737, 
Bluebell, Utah; Mike Rock, Post 943, Ashta- 
bula, Ohio; George H. Gornall, Post 3761, Balti- 
more, Ohio; John W. Robinson, Post 8220, 
Grandview, Mo.; Larry Helser and Russell 
Giordano, Post 9400, Sunnyslope, Ariz. 

Sidney Napp, Post 9631, Manhattan Beach, 


Calif.; Don W. L. Huskey, Post 6602, Hines- 
ville, Ga.; William Robert Reed, Post 209, Mis- 
soula, Mont.; Buford Hudson, Post 2147, Wich- 
ita Falls, Texas; Ronald L. Atherton, Post 1191, 
Paducah, Ky.; Derald B. Shell, Post 6020, 
Daleville, Ala.; Grady E. Griffin, Post 3935, 
Port Hueneme, Calif.; Dominic J. Romano, 
Post 7330, Oakville, Conn.; Steve W. Neal, 
Post 79, Meridian, Miss.; Bill Whipple, Post 
7042, Athena, Ore. 

Jim Schamp, Post 2278, Hot Springs, Ark.; 
Bobby G. Tate, Post 6975, Bristol, Va.; Melvin L. 
Dick, Post 1432, Salina, Kans.; Lenord Gal- 
lagher, Post 680, Lexington, Ky.; Robert L. 
Clark, Post 9174, San Antonio, Texas, and B.R. 
Brown, Post 1317, Shawnee, Okla. 


2. 


order of parade :: 


Standings are based on per capita tax transmittals 
received at National Headquarters through March 31, 1 
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Location 
Evansville, Indiana 

Park Ridge, Illinois 

Mobile, Alabama 

Sioux Falls, South Dakota 
Alton, Illinois 

Saint Clair Shores, Michigan 
Uniontown, Pennsylvania 
Richfield, Minnesota 

Huntin , West Virginia 
Rapid ty, South D: 

Lincoln, Net 


le, New Jersey 
Bloomington, Minnesota 
Mechanicsburg, Penn. 


Gulfport, Mississippi 
Rosedale, Maryland 
Butler, Pennsylvania 
Kingston, Pennsylvania 
Tacoma, Washington 
Bristol, pain 
King rt, Tennessee 

Fort Sill, Oklahoma 

Carmi Illinois 

Wichita, Kansas 

Yakima, Washington 

Lima, Ohio 

Odessa, Texas 

Joliet, Illinois 

Jefferson City, Missouri 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Indiana, Pennsylvania 
Clarksburg, West Virginia 
Saint Louis Park, Minnesota 
Janesville, Wisconsin 
Jamestown, New York 
Morningside, Maryland 
Tucson, Arizona 

Alexandria, Louisiana 
South Omaha, Nebraska 


Chambers! , Pennsylvania1 


New Port Richey, Florida 
San Antonio, Texas 
Davison, Michigan 

West View, Pennsylvania 
Lebanon, Pennsylvania 
Denver, Colorado 
Denver, Colorado 
Oakville, Connecticut 
Salina, Kansas 

Tucson, Arizona 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 
Independence, Missouri 
Millington, Tennessee 
Detroit, Michigan 
Topeka, Kansas 

Hazleton, Pennsylvania 
South Portland, Maine 
Dallas, Texas 

West Memphis, Arkansas 
Asheville, North Carolina 
Elyria, Ohio 

All Lea, Minnesota 
Sandusky, Ohio 

Joliet, Illinois 

Mason City, lowa 
Columbia, South Carolina 
Saint Cloud, Minnesota 
Cheektowaga, New York 
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South Saint Paul, Minnesota 1,309 


Location 


Tulsa, Oklahoma 


San Diego, California 
Lake Charles, Louisiana 
Brentwood, Pennsylvania 
Abilene, Texas 


Saugus, M 
Austin, Minnesota 
Kenosha, Wisconsin 


Terre Haute, Indiana 


Killeen, Texas 
Ponca City, Oklahoma 
Daytona Beach, Florida 
Puente, California 
Hendersonville, N, Carolina 
Spokane, Washington 
Indianapolis, Indiana 
Wilington: New Jersey 

fallington, New Jer 
Lemon Grove, Californi 
Nee vagina 

folk, Virginia 

Russell, Kansas 
Orlando, Florida 
West Seneca, New York 


\ Grenada, Mississippi 


Sayre, Pennsylvania 

S| ine, Washington 

Denison, Texas 

Colorado Spine Colorado 

Lexington, North Carolina 

Hopkins, Minnesota 

Amarillo, Texas 

Ephrata, Pennsylvania 

Solon, Ohio 

Eau Claire, Wisconsin 

Hillsville, Virginia 

Houston, Texas 

El Paso, Texas 

Revere, Massachusetts 

Duluth, Minnesota 

Central Falls, Rhode Island 

Canonsburg, Pennsylvania 

Madeira Beach, Florida 

Huntsville, Alabama 

Great Falls, Montana 

Marietta, Ohio 

Grand Rapids, Minnesota 

Corinth, Mississippi 

Somerville, Massachusetts 

Greeneville, Tennessee 

San Antonio, Texas 

Del City, Oklahoma 

Columbus, Ohio 

Garfield, New Je! 

Alamogordo, New Mexico 

Gardner, Massachusetts 

Mount Pleasant, Penn. 

Clarks Summit, Penn. 

Jacksonville, Arkansas 

Cumberland, Maryland 

eee Falls, Sreaon 
enne, ing 

El Reno, Okk 

Chester, Illinois 

Hagerstown, Maryland 


Johnstown, Pennsylvania 


Moorhead, Minnesota 
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(continued from page 27, 
i ie) 


and decided the VFW should recog- 
nize the soldier's sacrifice. 

Da Silveira said the VFW honor rec- 
ognizes the solidarity between the 
United States and his country. He 
added that Brazil is proud of the role 
it played in achieving Allied victories 
in World War I and World War II and 
is “dedicated to self-determination 
and non-interference in the internal 
affairs of other nations.” 

The Rev. Albert G. Salmon, a Past 
VFW National Chaplain and Roman 
Catholic priest, was critical of the pro- 
posed pastoral letter of the National 
Conference of Catholic Bishops attack- 
ing nuclear weapons as immoral and 
tending toward pacifism. Salmon said 
this attitude “is theologically and mor- 
ally not defensible.” 


pe 


Secret Service Agent Jerry Parr accepts the 
VFW J. Edgar Hoover Award for his absent 
colleague, Timothy J. McCarthy, who helped 
save President Reagan's life two years ago. 
Commander-in-Chief Currieo made the 
presentation. 


Miles Lerman, of the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Council, presents the VFW with an award for 
role its members played in liberating Nazi concentration camp victims. Currieo accepts it. 
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“A nation has the right to defend 
itself and to have adequate means to 
defend itself,’ he said. “I am not talking 
about annihilation of cities and I am 
not talking about policies of govern- 
ments.” 

Salmon said the Soviet Union can- 
not continue to exist unless it is a 
strong military power. 

As far as Americans who disagree 
with the VFW’s position are concerned, 
Salmon said “they are good people but 
they don’t have the advantage of our 
background.” 

He said he regrets that the lessons 


VA Administrator Harry Walters: “I run the of 1930s’ appeasement apparently 


VA, not David Stockman.” 


Jan C. Scruggs, originator of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial concept, receives the VFW 
Americanism Award. With him after its presentation are Junior Vice Commander-in-Chief 
Billy Ray Cameron, Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Clifford G. Olson and Commander.in- 
Chief Currieo. 


have been lost on many Americans 
who have forgotten the days of Hitler 
and Mussolini when “if you were weak, 
they would take advantage of you.” 

“The United States always has to 
remain strong, because in the words of 
Leo Durocher, ‘nice guys don’t win.” 

Salmon also attributed the pacifist 
tendency in his denomination’s epis- 
copal leadership to the church’s bureau- 
crats “who are the root of the problem, 
just as in government.” 

He also urged his listeners to read 
his article in the January VFW Maga- 
zine, “Bishops Bomb Out on Nukes, 
Deterrence,” a critical appraisal of the 
proposed bishops’ pastoral letter that 
notes that their views are not binding 
- on American Roman Catholics until 
Pope John Paul II has spoken on the 
subject ex cathedra. NFW 


General Orders 


National Headquarters 


Veterans of Foreign 
Wars of the United States 


General Orders No. 8 1982-83 Series 
1. Announcement is made of the appoint- 
ment of Wade LaDue, member-at-large, to 
the office of Director, Public Relations 
effective April 1, 1983. 


2. In accordance with Section 717, National 
Constitution and By-Laws and Manual of 
Procedure, the National Council of Admin- 
istration has elected Larry W. Rivers, Post 
1736, Alexandria, La., to fill the unexpired 
term of Allen J. Martin as a member of the 
Trust Fund Committee. 


3. Installing officers will see that the provi- 

sions of Section 217 of the National Consti- 
tution and By-Laws and Manual of Pro- 
cedure are properly carried out and that 
all officers are members in good standing 
and qualified to hold office prior to install- 
ing Post officers for the current year. 
The installing officer shall ascertain that a 
Post Election Report form has been 
mailed to Department and National Head- 
quarters prior to the installation. If a Post 
Election Report has not been forwarded 
to Department and National Headquar- 
ters, the installing officer shall complete 
and forward such report at the time he 
installs the Post Officers. Attention is 
directed to see that the proper amount of 
dues the Post charges is reported to 
Department and National Headquarters. 


4, TERM OF OFFICE—COUNTY COUNCIL 
AND DISTRICT OFFICERS: County Coun- 
cil and District officers shall be given the 
officers’ obligation before the adjourn- 
ment of the meeting at which they are 
elected but shall not assume the duties of 
their office until the Department Com- 
mander is installed following the Depart- 
ment Convention. Installing officers shall 
ensure that a County Council/District 
Election Report is prepared and forward- 
ed to Department and National Headquar- 
ters at the time of installation. 


5. Section 223 of the National Constitution 
and By-Laws and Manual of Procedure 
provides that each Post shall make the 
necessary arrangements for proper ob- 
servance of Loyalty Day and Memorial 
Day. Officers should see that suitable 

‘ave markers, wreaths and United States 
lags are placed on the graves of deceased 
veterans. 


6. Proposed amendments to the National 
By-Laws must be in proper form and 
must be approved by the Department Con- 
vention. Such proposals should be specific 
and definite as to the section, line or 
paragraph that is to be amended, with 
exact wording as to additions and dele- 
tions. Approved by-laws amendments 
adopted by the Department Convention 
must be received by the Adjutant General 
not later than July 1, 1983 in order to 
meet the requirements of Section 1301, 
National By-Laws. - 


7. Resolutions for consideration of the 84th 
National Convention must first be ap- 
proved by the Department Convention. At 
the close of the Department Convention, 
the Department Adjutants will transmit a 
copy of each approved resolution to the 
Adjutant General. Resolutions should 
bear title and number for identification 
purposes. 


8. Post Commanders are reminded that each 


Post must register in advance one, or 
more, delegates to the VFW National Con- 
vention (Section 222, National Constitu- 
tion and By-Laws). Advance registration 
for the National Convention is six dollars 
($6.00) per delegate and should be mailed 
to Veterans of Foreign Wars 84th National 
Convention, Suite 406, New Orleans Hilton 
Hotel, Poydras at the Mississippi River, 
New Orleans, La. 70140. Registration at 
the convention will be eight dollars 
($8.00). 


9. Request for hotel room reservations for 
the VFW 84th National Convention should 
be made through respective Department 
Headquarters. 


10. In accordance with Section 111, National 
By-Laws, the Board of Trustees of the Life 
Membership Fund hereby announces the 
following schedule of payments for each 
life member in Plans A, B, and C for the 
coming membership year (1983-84): 

Plan A Plan B Plan 
1982-83 1983-84 1982-83 1983-84 1982-83 1983-84 


Post $350 $3.50 $350 $350 $350 $350 
Department 350 350 350 350 350 350 
‘National 350 350 350 350 350 3.0 


11. The following appointments are hereby 
announced: NATIONAL DEPUTY CHIEFS 
OF STAFF: Howard E. Mahony, Post 1709, 
Flagstaff, Ariz.; Roger E. LeBlanc, Post 1705, 
Corona, Calif., and William C. Silva, Post 
2835, Templeton, Calif. ASSISTANT IN- 
SPECTOR GENERAL: Lawrence W. Car- 
man, Post 7761, Bothell, Wash. 

12. The following correction to an appoint- 
ment previously announced is noted for 
the record: NATIONAL DEPUTY CHIEF OF 
STAFF: Correct name to Bernhard C. Ebel, 
II, Post 1739, Belleville, Ill. 

13. The locations of the following Posts have 
been changed: Post 1658 from Ozone Park 
to Palm Harbor, FL, and Post 9054 from 
Ripon to Stockton, Calif. 

14, The name and location of the following 
Post has been changed, in accordance 
with Sections 206 and 208 of the National 
By-Laws: Gold Nugget Post 6051, Divide to 
ones E. Kelly Post 6051, Woodland Park, 

lo. 

15. Announcement is made of the correct 
spelling of the location of Francis Fredrich 
Hebel Post 5656, Carpinteria, Calif. 

16. Certificates of charter evidencing consoli- 
dation have been issued to the following 
Posts: Posts 481 and 509 consolidated as 
Post 481, Philadelphia, Pa.; Posts 564 and 
10440 consolidated as Post 564, Milton, 
N.J.; Posts 1500 and 9233 consolidated as 
Post 1500, Willoughby, Ohio, and Posts 
4033 and 7486 consolidated as Post 7486, 
Fairgrove, Mich. 

17. Charters for the following Posts have been 
authorized: Post 904, Rocklin, Calif; Post 
1084, Benton, Ky; Post 1671, Farmington, 
IL; Post 2084, Newark, Del; Post 2201, 
Galva, Ill; Post 2222, Woodhaven, Mich.; 
Post 2251, Hebron, IIL; Post 2929, Smith- 
field, R.1; Post 3756, New Iberia, La; Post 
4778, Forrest City, Ark; Post 5100, Duluth, 
Minn.; Post 6062, Ayden, N.C.; Post 6390, 
Sheridan, N.Y, Post 7085, Goodview, Minn.; 
Post 7873, Pottsboro, Texas; Post 9085, 
Wendover, Nev.; Post 9829, Payson, Ariz; 
Post 10282, Cave Creek/Care Free, Ariz.; 
Post 10386, Kingman, Ariz; Post 10689, 
Ellington, Conn; Post 10690, Higganum, 
Conn; Post 10694, Denver, Colo; Post 
10695, Sun City, Ariz. Post 10696, San 
Manuel, Ariz; Post 10697, Colbert, Okla., 
and Post 10702, Oklahoma City, Okla. 


By Command of 
JAMES R. 
Commander-in-Chief 

OFFICIAL: 

Howard E. Vander Clute, Jr. 

Adjutant General 


Currieo Reaffirms 
VFW Support for 
POW/MIA Cause 


Total VFW support for efforts to 
gain a final accounting of the nearly 
2,500 Americans still listed as missing 
in Vietnam was reaffirmed March 6 by 
Commander-in-Chief James R. Currieo. 

Currieo voiced the organization's 
position during a meeting of the VFW 
POW/MIA Subcommittee of the Na- 
tional Security and Foreign Affairs 
Committee at the Sheraton Washing- 
ton Hotel during the VFW’s annual 
Mid-Winter Conference. 

Chaired by retired Air Force Gen. 
John Flynn, senior American former 
prisoner of war, the meeting heard 
reports from Ann Mills Griffiths, exec- 
utive director of the National League 
of Families; Lt. Col. Gerald S. Venanzi, 
of the Department of Defense; Richard 
Childress, of the National Security 
Council, and Adm. Jerry Paulson, of 
the Defense Intelligence Agency. 

All expressed opposition to attempts 
by private groups and individuals to 
locate American prisoners or missing 
in Southeast Asia. They confirmed 
such attempts have no government 
backing and serve to hinder Reagan 
Administration diplomatic efforts. 

April 8 to 13 was designated Nation- 
al POW/MIA Week to generate public 
support for the accounting or release 
of any who may still be held. Since 
1975, a total of 1,750 sighting reports 
have been received by government 
sources, 46% of which remain under 


investigation. 
Committee Honored 
By Treasury 


A major Treasury Department award 
was presented to National Commu- 
nity Activities Community Chairman 
George Morris during the Mid-Winter 
Conference in Washington. 

Morris received the Twin Seal Award 
from Arthur O. Maxwell, a director of 
Treasury's Saving Bond Division for 
efforts expended on behalf of the U.S. 
Saving Bond program. 

The award is the department's sec- 
ond highest. 

Officers and members of the Com- 
mittee also were presented by Max- 
well with the Award for Patriotic Serv- 
ice. 

Maxwell praised the VFW for its tradi- 
tion of service in the military, com- 
munity and support of U.S. Saving 
Bonds. 
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Chalmette’s 
Worth Seeing 


By Kermit Tarleton 


(The month in which Memorial 
Day occurs is a suitable occasion for 


reminding VFW members of one of 


the historic sites they may visit while 
attending the 84th National Conven 
tion, Aug. 12 to 19 in the Crescent City. 
One is Chalmette National Park and 
Cemetery. Be sure to register early by 
using the attached coupon and save 
$2 on the registration fee.) 


Six miles from the junction of Canal 
and Rampart Streets in the center of 
New Orleans stands Chalmette Na- 
tional Park and Cemetery, site of the 
Battle of New Orleans, the last big 
engagement of the War of 1812 and 
the greatest American land victory of 
that war. 

It is a site worth seeing. 

Here Andrew Jackson with a rag- 
tag band of Americans withstood three 
major assaults from a larger and bet- 
ter trained British force. The result 
meant that the British had no alterna- 
tive but to withdraw and the lower 
Mississippi Valley was saved for the 
United States. 

The Battle on Jan. 8, 1815, coming 
after the peace treaty between the U.S. 
and Britain had been signed at Ghent, 
Belgium, on Dec. 24, 1814, restored 
America’s confidence that it could win 
battles, gave the “Westerners” of that 
day—the people of the Ohio and Mis- 
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sissippi Valleys—a chance to assert 
themselves in national affairs and 
thrust Jackson into the national lime- 
light, leading to his election as Presi- 
dent in 1828. 

When you are in New Orleans in 
August for the VFW's 84th National 
Convention, you can see how Jackson, 
using a small mill run as a moat, 
placed his 4,000 men behind earthen 
ramparts and withstood the 5,400 
man, well-trained professional British 
army. 

He did it with some Regulars from 
the 7th and 44th USS. Infantry, a de- 
tachment of Marines, the Tennessee, 
Kentucky and Louisiana militias, some 
cavalry and mounted infantry, two 
battalions of free blacks, a band of 
Jean Lafitte’s pirates and a company 
of Choctaw Indians. 

The net result was awesome. Esti- 
mates of British casualties on Jan. 8 
vary widely, but one of their reports 
gives a total of nearly 2,000 killed, 
wounded and missing. The official 
American estimate of British losses 
was 2,600. According to the official 
regimental history, the British 4th Reg- 
iment lost more than 400 on that 
day—more than three times as many 
as they were to lose a few months 
later at Waterloo. 

All of this was accomplished with 
an American loss of seven dead and 
six wounded. 

The Battle of New Orleans was the 
culmination of a British campaign that 
included a naval battle on Dec. 14 on 
Lake Borgne in which four American 
gunboats were overpowered with the 
loss of six Americans dead and 35 
wounded, compared to the victorious 


Andrew Jackson won the Battle of New 
Orleans. He became a national hero whose 
influence is still felt. 


British who lost 17 dead and 77 
wounded. 

There was a night battle on Dec. 23, 
when Jackson rallied a force near a 
spot called the De La Ronde Oaks in 
what is now the community of Chal- 
mette and attacked the British in camp 
on the Villere Plantation. As could be 
expected, a night battle was some- 
what confused. When British reinforce- 
ments arrived, the disorganized Ameri- 
can forces fell back to the De La 
Ronde plantation nearby. 

The Americans lost 24 killed, 115 
wounded and 74 missing. The victor- 
ious British reported 46 killed, 167 
wounded and 64 missing. Among those 
captured by Jackson was Maj. Samuel 
Mitchell, who is supposed to have set 
fire to the Capitol in Washington. 

Perhaps the most important aspect 
of that fight was that the British, who 
were to surprise the Americans, were 
surprised themselves and from that 
point on their caution was to cost 
them dearly. What they did not realize 
on that night, after repulsing the 
American assault, was that they would 
still have taken their goal—New 
Orleans. 

Recognizing what he was then fac- 
ing, Jackson went to work building his 
defenses behind that shallow mill run. 
It was called the Rodriguez Canal, 
although it was hardly a canal. 

It was really a link between the Mis- 
sissippi River on the Americans’ right 
and a swamp on their left. It was also 
the dividing line between the Chal- 
mette and Mccarty Plantations. 

The Americans also.cut the Missis- 
sippi River levee below the Rodriguez 
Canal and flooded the plain between 


the two forces, but that didn’t work 
because the river quickly subsided and 
the plain was dry again. 

The British had their problems with 
reinforcements and supplies and Jack- 
son’s force lay across the only dry land 
the British commander, Sir Edward 
Michael Pakenham, could use to get to 
New Orleans. 

On the morning of Dec. 27, British 
artillery blew up an American schoon- 
er, the Carolina, which had been sitting 
in the river shooting up the flanks of 
the British army. 

Pakenham tried what he called a 
“reconnaissance in force” on Dec. 28 
and attacked the American lines in 
two columns, one along the river and 
the other along the swamp. 

American artillery and cannon fire 
from the American vessel, the Louisi- 
ana, in the river forced the British to 
retire, this time with a loss of nine 
dead and eight wounded, compared 
to Jackson’s seven dead and 10 
wounded. 

Between skirmishes the Americans 
harassed the British with the Louis- 
iana slipping downriver each day to 
bombard Pakenham. When the Brit- 
ish return fire got too heavy, the 
Louisiana was withdrawn and her guns 
were placed in Jackson's lines. Indi- 
vidual Tennesseans slipped through 
the lines at night, frontier-style, and 
killed the British sentinels. One night 
they killed three. 

On Jan. 1, a huge artillery battle 
broke out, but the Americans, using 
Dominque You and his pirates, showed 
greater precision. The results were 11 
American dead and 23 wounded. Brit- 
ish losses were 32 dead, 44 wounded 


and two missing. 

After that, Pakenham decided to 
wait for reinforcements and Jackson 
brought in help, too. 

The big day came on Jan. 8 when 
three waves of British Redcoats 
charged the line across an open field 
at a band of frontierstnen, pirates and 
Indians who were used to doing battle 
as individuals behind earthenworks 
and trees. Looking back, the results 
now seem inevitable. The British had 
not yet learned how to fight this type 
of war, despite Braddock’s experience 
60 years earlier. 

What is there to see of this struggle 
fought so long ago? 

Fortunately, much of the battlefield 
is there today, although some of it has 
been lost. In all, there are 141 acres in 
the park itself. 

There is the entrenchment along 
what is left of the Rodriguez Canal and 
there are mounted in place cannon 
where the American and British forces 
were located. 

Historical markers also describe the 
stages of the battle. 

One of the things you will not be 
able to see is the position of the first 
three American batteries along the 
riverside of the Jackson line because 
since 1815 the Mississippi River has 
changed course slightly, claiming some 
800 feet of land where the batteries 
stood. 

The swamp on the left also has long 
since disappeared. 

About two miles east of the battle- 
field, the ruins of the De La Ronde 
mansion, which figured in the Dec. 23 
nightfighting, stands in the center of a 
divided highway. 


Between the ruins and the river is 
the magnificent avenue of mossgrown 
oaks, which were probably planted 
about 1820. They are the De La Ronde 
Oaks, but local people usually mistak- 
enly call them the Pakenham Oaks or 
the Versailles Oaks. 

The Villere plantation home, which 
the British used as a headquarters, is 
no longer there. A refinery stands on 
that spot. Also gone is the Mccarty 
plantation home Jackson used as his 
headquarters and the Chalmette 
plantation home, which was torn down 
by Jackson’s men to improve their line 
of fire. 

The Beauregard House, a beautifully 
restored plantation home, remains on 
the grounds of the park and is used as 
a visitors center. It is named after its 
last private owner, Rene Beauregard, 
son of Confederate Gen. PG.T. Beaure- 
gard. The younger Beauregard lived 
there from 1880 to 1904, but it is not 
certain when the house was built. It 
was not there at the time of the battle. 

A huge Chalmette Monument rises 
over 100 feet tall. Construction on it 
was begun in 1840 when the corner- 
stone was laid, but it was not com- 
pleted until May, 1937. 

One other major attraction, and per- 
haps the most important, is the beau- 
tiful Chalmette National Cemetery. It 
was established as a National Ceme- 
tery in 1864 and holds the remains 
of more than 15,000 veterans of our 
nation’s wars. Of those, 6,700 are un- 
known. 

Burials were discontinued there in 
1945, except for the interment of one 
area veteran who lost his life in the 
Vietnam War. 


Register in Advance for the 1983 Convention 


(Make checks or money orders payable to V.FW. 84th National Convention) 
VFW 84th National Convention 
Suite 406 
NEW ORLEANS HILTON HOTEL 
Poydras at the Mississippi River 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70140 


Enclosed is my D check DO money order in the amount of $6. Register my name or the name and 


number of our V.F.W. Post for representation at the 84th National Convention in New Orleans, 
La., Aug. 12-19, 1983. Do not enclose your delegate or alternate credentials with this form. 
(Please type or print name and address.) 
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Simple Acts Remember 
American Dead 


American dead are remembered by the Dutch who live near the 6512-acre Netherlands Cemetery at Margraten, a village near Maastricht. 


By Robert E. Hoyer 


Aging veterans wept as earth from a 
garden in Oklahoma was sprinkled on 
the grave of a fallen World War II 
comrade at the American cemetery in 
Margraten, Holland. 

In the Tuscan hill country, Italian 
native Paolo Marotti, a life-long ad- 
mirer of the United States, placed 
flowers on the graves of two unknown 
Americans at the Florence cemetery, a 
practice he has been following for 10 
years, 

At the Sicily-Rome cemetery in Net- 
tuno, Italy, the grave of Sgt. Thomas 
Mathie was visited by a former fian- 
cee—some 37 years after Mathie’s 
death.” 

In Margraten, Mrs. Mary Kryger, a 
Dutch citizen, put flowers on four 
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American graves she adopted at the 
end of World War II. 

At 22 cemeteries, 20 in Europe, one 
in North Africa and one in the Philip- 
pines, 184,453 of America’s dead from 
two world wars are remembered offi- 
cially and by individuals in simple and 
often unheralded acts. 

All creeds and all races are among 
the dead and missing commemorated 
at 14 World War II and eight World 
War I burial sites. 

Covering 1,275 acres of neatly mani- 
cured turf in Belgium, Britain, France 
and Italy, Luxembourg, the Nether- 
lands, Tunisia and the Philippines, the 
cemeteries are the final resting places 
for thé remains of 124,151. They list the 
additional names of 60,302 missing in 
action. 

Created on land granted to the U.S. 
by host nations in perpetuity without 


charges or taxation, the cemeteries 
are restricted to further burials, ex- 
cept for remains which might be found 
on the battlefields. 

Veterans Day, Nov. 11, and Memorial 
Day, May 31, draw most formal and 
official recognition. But a public that 
includes millions of host-nation visi- 
tors and devoted next-of-kin, pays its 
respects throughout the year. 

“It's sobering and sad to see the fam- 
ilies return often repeatedly to the 
graves of those who died in the prime 
of life,” said Jim Schoenecker, assistant 
superintendent at the Margraten 
cemetery. 

“Aging wives come back to the 
graves of men they knew for only a 
short time before they went off to war 
and were never seen again by their 
families. Many of these women never 
remarried.” 


Schoenecker was touched by the 
brief ceremony last fall at the grave of 
T/5 Jack C. Taliaferro, who is among 
the 8,301 Americans buried in the Mar- 
graten cemetery. 

“There wasn't a dry eye among those 
present when a letter from Taliaferro’s 
82-year-old mother was read at the 
grave,” Schoenecker said. 

In the letter, Mrs. Taliaferro said she 
last saw her son at a bus station as he 
departed for overseas assignment and 
that she still had a pair of gloves he 
left behind as the bus pulled away. 

A disabled veterans’ group (joined by 
Dutch veterans) from Fort Sill, Okla., 
spread a tiny sample of soil from Talia- 
ferro’s garden over her son’s grave 
during the unscheduled ceremony. 

Aging relatives still visit the graves 
of World War II veterans. 

At the Luxembourg cemetery, 
Joseph R. Ross, of New York, has been 
a regular visitor to the graves of his 
brothers, Pvt. Joseph M. Ross and 
T/Sgt. Joseph N.C. Ross. 

The Rosses, who changed their given 
names because they didn’t like them, 
are among 22 pairs of brothers buried 
in Luxembourg. 

A total of 231 pairs of brothers are 
buried in World War II cemeteries in 
Europe and North Africa, a practice 
that was not followed at World War I 
burial sites. 

Three brothers lie side-by-side in the 
Henri-Chapelle cemetery in Belgium. 

Where the remains of World War II 
tank and aircraft crews were indistin- 
guishable, they sometimes were buried 
in common graves. 

A pilot and co-pilot and two air- 


borne troopers, all aboard the same 
aircraft when it crashed, lie in a com- 
mon plot at the North African ceme- 
tery near Carthage, Tunisia. A bronze 
tablet marks these burials. Seven un- 
known are buried in the same cemetery 
under a single white headstone. 

Military groups from the US. and 
host nations stage most of the official 
ceremonies at cemeteries. 

In September, 82 former Rangers 
accompanied by family members re- 
turned to the Sicily-Rome cemetery 
burial site of 55 Rangers killed in 
World War II. 

Earlier in the year, veterans of the 
10th Mountain Division visited the 
graves of comrades in the Florence 
cemetery. 

Host-nation visitors often frequently 
visit the cemeteries out of gratitude 
for America’s contributions to victory 
in the two world wars. 

Mary Kryger, the Dutch woman who 
adopted American graves in Mar- 
graten, made a pledge to “always 
remember” that the Americans liber- 
ated Holland after a wounded soldier 
she cared for died in her house. 

The Italian, Marotti, who decorates 
graves in Florence once or twice a 
month, was just a boy at the end of 
World War II. But he was impressed 
by the sacrifices made by the Ameri- 
cans in the Italian campaign. 

While Americans and Europeans 
who remember the two world wars 
are dying off with age, the number of 
visitors at cemeteries in Europe and 
North Africa steadily increases. 

Every year, millions tour cemeteries 
who know the wars only from what 


The tall memorial tower is the first thing you see at the Netherlands Cemetery. 


they have read or been told by their 
elders. 

“Next-of-kin visitors are decreasing. 
Most parents of those buried in ceme- 
teries are dead or too old or ill to 
travel,” said Stephen Hubai, superin- 
tendent of the Luxembourg cemetery. 

“We're now seeing nephews and 
nieces of our veterans. And we're 
getting college and high school groups 
from the United States, high school 
groups from American schools in 
Europe and student groups from 
Germany, Belgium and Luxembourg.” 

The American Battle Monuments 
Commission reports that 3.8 million 
visited the cemeteries in Europe and 
Tunisia in 1981. Of these, 675,000 were 
Americans, many of them military 
members on active duty in Europe. 

The World War II cemetery in Nor- 
mandy, overlooking Omaha Beach, 
where thousands stormed ashore on 
D-Day, is the largest cemetery in 
Europe, covering 172.5 acres, and it 
attracts the most visitors. Last year, 
1,460,000 toured the Normandy 
cemetery—38% of all visitors at the 21 
cemeteries in Europe and Tunisia. 

Margraten is the second most visited 
cemetery in Europe. Superintendent 
Frank Berloth reported that more 
than a million visited the grounds last 
year—many of them marking the 
200th anniversary of the Netherlands’ 
recognition of the infant American 
republic in 1782. 

The most World War I dead at ceme- 
teries in Europe, 14,246 lie in the 
Meuse-Argonne cemetery in France. 
The most World War II dead, 10,489, 
are buried in the Lorraine cemetery at 
St. Avold, France. 

Staff members who care for ceme- 
tery grounds often develop a deep feel- 
ing for their work. 

One superintendent regards the 
thousands buried under rows of white 
marble headstones as “silent 
ambassadors.” 

At Margraten, Schoenecker paused in 
the autumn twilight and gestured 
toward the graves. 

“I don’t think we can do enough for 
the guys out there,” he said. 

“I think the young people in the ser- 
vice today ought to visit these ceme- 
teries. And I think the leaders of West 
and East ought to visit military ceme- 
teries. If they do, maybe future genera- 
tions will be spared what the men who 
lie out here went through.” 


NEW 
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VA Administrator Harry Walters, 
Commander-in-Chief James R. Currieo. 


Currieo, Rep. Clement Zablocki, ( Wis.), National Sen. Dennis DeConcini (Ariz.), Currieo. 
Chaplain Austin J. Henry. 


Currieo, Secretary of the Navy John Secretary of State George P Shultz, Currieo. Secretary of Labor Raymond J, Donovan, 
Lehman. Currieo. 


. a J . 
Currieo, his wife, Isabelle; Sr. Vice Sen. John G. Tower (Texas), Defense Past Commander-in-Chief H.R. Rainwater, 
Commander-in-Chief Clifford G. Olson, Jr. Secretary Caspar Weinberger, Sen. Charles Col. James McManaway, Gen. Thomas 
and Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Billy Ray Mc. Matthias (Ma.), Currieo. Turnage. 
Cameron, 


Air Force Gen. Charles A. Gabriel, Vice Adm. Arthur S. Moreau, Sr. Quartermaster Gen. J.A. Cheatham, Gen. Milnor Roberts, Past 
Vice Commander-in- Chief Clifford G. Olson. Commander-in-Chief John Stang. 
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Past Commanders-in-Chief Pat Carr, Joseph L. Vicites, Joseph Lombardo and Sen. William V. Roth, Jr. (Del.), Currieo. 
Robert Hansen. 


‘ ifford G. Olson, second from left, with 
Past Commanders-in-Chief Joseph Scerra, Howard E. Vander Clute 
and R.D. (Bulldog) Smith. 


H « 
Dick Taylor, Mrs. Currieo, Auxiliary President Sen. Henry Jackson ( Was! Rep. Claude Pepper (Fla.), Currieo. 
Florence Taylor, Currieo. Commander-in-Chief Eric 


Mrs. Currieo, Currieo, Rep. Jim McNulty (Ariz.). Past Commander-in-Chief Vander Clute, Rep. Peter W. Rodino (N. 
Currieo. 
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By Bob McCullough 


President Calvin Coolidge had so 
little to say during his Presidency in the 
1920s that he won the nickname 
“Silent Cal,” but one of his rare utter- 
ances holds special meaning for the 
citizens of San Antonio, Texas. 

“The nation which forgets its de- 
fenders will be itself forgotten,’ were 
his words. 

To make sure this does not occur, 
San Antonians—like citizens all across 
the nation—observe Armed Forces 
Day each May. 

But one day is not enough in the 
Alamo City where 136 brave men such 
as Davy Crockett and William Barrett 
Travis fought and gave their lives for 
Texas liberty from Mexico in 1836, San 
Antonio sets aside an entire week to 
honor those who serve in defense of 
America’s freedom. 

President Harry Truman designated 
May 20 as the first Armed Forces Day 
in 1950, but since 1971, the Military 
Affairs Council of the Greater San 
Antonio Chamber of Commerce has 
gone one better: seven days are filled 
with special events in support of a 
strong national defense. 

“We owe a great debt of gratitude to 
the men and women who serve and 
who have served in defense of this 
great land of ours,’ said San Antonio 
businessman Fred Lepick, who is chair- 
ing this year's Armed Forces Week 
Task Force, which coordinates the 
celebration’s many and varied activi- 
ties. 

The week is built around a number 
of customary activities, but each year 
the planners develop a fresh theme to 
attract and maintain citizen interest. 
Last year, military medicine was in the 
spotlight. Three years ago, the com- 
munity helped Randolph Air Force 
Base celebrate its golden anniversary 
as the hub of Air Force flying training. 
Armed Forces Week, 1983, will focus 
on the total force concept, paying spe- 
cial heed to the contributions of the 
Reserves and National Guard. 

Perhaps the most memorable Armed 
Forces Weeks are those which have 
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honored legendary military heroes 
such as Lt. Gen. Ira Faker, commander 
of the 8th Air Force in Europe during 
World War II; Col. David Lee (Tex) Hill, 
a squadron leader in Gen. Claire Chen- 
nault’s Flying Tigers, and Gen. William 
Hood Simpson, who quietly but effi- 
ciently commanded the 9th Army 
while others grabbed most of the head- 
lines in the march to Berlin which 
ended World War II in Europe. 

After retiring from active duty, Gen. 
Simpson settled in San Antonio and 
became active in business and civic 
affairs. His military and civilian accom- 
plishments made him the solid choice 
as a special honoree for Armed Forces 
Week, 1978. Throughout the week, the 
bald-headed Simpson charmed audi- 
ences with his humorous—sometimes 
salty—reminiscences of Eisenhower, 
Churchill, Patton and Montgomery as 
well as his favorite saying, “God made 
only a few perfect heads—the rest he 
put hair on.” 

In addition to saluting Simpson, who 
died in 1980, the Task Force decided to 
throw a big birthday party to help the 
general celebrate his 90th birthday, 
which happened to fall during Armed 
Forces Week. The festivities included 


Col, David Lee (Tex) Hill, a former Flying 
Tiger, was spotlighted in 1977, 


an audio-visual presentation featuring 
wishes from President Jimmy Carter, 
Gen, Omar N. Bradley and several 
chums from Simpson’s West Point class 
of 1909. 

Ironically, the first individual to be 
named special honoree was not an 
American. However, Royal Air Force 
Group Capt. Douglas Bader's story of 
courage and determination captivated 
every San Antonian privileged to meet 
the gutsy British fighter pilot. 

He lost both legs in a 1931 flying 


: ~ i 
Gen. William Hood Simpson, WWII commander of the 9th Army, was 1979's special honoree 


and marked his 90th birthday the same week. 


accident, learned to walk on metal 
artificial legs without using crutches 
and finally convinced the RAF that he 
should be returned to flying duty to 
help thwart Hilter’s air armada. 

During the Battle of Britain, Bader 
scored 23 victories in air-to-air com- 
bat before colliding with a Messersch- 
mitt, bailing out over France and 
winding up in German hands. 

This time, Bader lost one of his 
metal legs in the collision. Yet he was 
able to free himself from the cockpit 
and parachute safely to earth. After 
word of his capture and loss of his leg 
reached British headquarters, a bomb- 
er dropped him a spare several days 
later. He remained in prison until World 
War II ended, but not before he had 
thoroughly tormented his captors and 
made several daring escape attempts— 
on artificial legs. 

“I finally said to myself, ‘Your legs 
are gone...you can’t get them back,” 
Bader, who died this past year, told an 
interviewer delving into the coura- 
geous ace’s past. “So I decided then and 
there to kick those bloody artificial 
legs around if it killed me.” That kind 
of determination spelled trouble for 
the Luftwaffe. 

Bader’s Armed Forces Week arrival 
in San Antonio was an auspicious one, 
complete with an escort of World War 
II fighter planes flown by the Confed- 
erate Air Force (CAF), an organization 
that refurbishes, maintains and flies 
vintage warbirds. 

The CAF was pressed into service 
again in 1979 to deliver Gen. Eaker to 


RAF ace Douglas Bader was San Antonio's first Armed Forces Week honoree. 


an airport welcoming audience in a B- 
17 Flying Fortress. He told well-wishers 
the flight was his first aboard a B-17 in 
more than three decades, “It was a 
truly nostalgic flight for me,” said the 
softspoken legend of military aviation. 

“One of the secrets of Armed Forces 
Week is the cooperation of organiza- 
tions such as the CAF and hundreds 
of individuals who want to play some 
part in thanking our servicemen and 
women,” Lepick explained. “Without 
the support of so many, we wouldn't 
be able to stage such a large-scale 
salute.” 

For example, patriotic organizations 


such as the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
turn out in force for the national 
defense symposium held annually at 
Fort Sam Houston. Likewise, local 
businesses throw open their doors for 
tours by outstanding junior officers 
and junior enlisted personnel. And civic 
clubs, like the Rotary Club of San 
Antonio, reserve their meetings for 
important addresses by leading de- 
fense experts. 

In 1982, Secretary of the Air Force 
Verne Orr told the Rotarians and their 
guests—including 40 commanders of 
local military units at the head table: 

“The threat to our security is real. It 
can be met only if we are willing to 
work together to restore the military 
strength of this nation. 

“Those in uniform need the support 
of every citizen. It is a job that we can 
do together and that together we can 
do well. The survival of freedom and 
our way of life demands total com- 
mitment at great personal sacrifice. It 
demands that of us all, not just those 
we honor today.” 

Another cooperative venture of the 
Chamber of Commerce and the San 
Antonio business community is the 
popular Fiesta of the Military, a Mexi- 
can buffet and dance saluting active 
duty personnel serving in the San 
Antonio area. Other traditional events 
include a luncheon honoring non-com- 
missioned officers at the San Antonio 
USO Club, one of the world’s premier 
USO facilities, and the Reserve-Guard 
luncheon, which will take on greater 

(continued on page 60) 
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Ceremonies in front of the Alamo start off Armed Forces Week. 


\VFW, MAY, 1983 37 


Aviation History Comes to Life 


By Al Endicott 


It isn’t the world’s largest museum, 
or even the state's, but the Army Avia- 
tion Museum at Fort Rucker, Ala., has 
the world’s largest collection of con- 
ventional helicopters and some of the 
oddest prototype aircraft ever pro- 
duced. 

The history of Army aviation, or at 
least the last 40 years or so of it, is kept 
within the confines of three large World 
War II buildings, totalling approxi- 
mately 60,000 square feet of space 
devoted to the museum at Rucker, the 
home of Army aviation. 

The fort is located in the gently roll - 
ing hills of southeast Alabama among 
the cities of Enterprise, Ozark and 
Daleville. This could be the reason for 
the name originally given the post in 
1942, the Ozark Triangular Division 
Camp. 

The Army, in 1954, announced that 
its Aviation School would be moved 
from Fort Sill, Okla., to Rucker, origi- 
nally a training site for infantry. In 
September of that year, when formal 
command was assumed, the relocated 
school was started down the path of 
history as the home of Army aviation. 

The museum opened to the public 
in 1955 with an inventory of 12 air- 
craft on display. The museum's mis- 
sion, then and now, can be stated 
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briefly; “To collect, restore, preserve 
and display significant items in the 
field of aviation relating to the history 
of the Army.” 

From those humble beginnings in 
1955, the museum has continued to 
grow and prosper. At the present time, 
more than 118 aircraft are in the 
inventory. Total museum assets are 
valued to excess of $70 million. 

The museum has the world’s largest 
collection of helicopters and most of 
them were in the active Army inven- 
tory at some point. 

It also has some experimental heli- 
copters that could be classified in this 
day and age as odd. 

For example, there is an XROE-1 
Rotorcycle. In 1957, this experimental 
craft was developed for use by downed 
pilots to extricate themselves from 
sticky situations. The Rotorcycle was 
to be parachuted to the potential user 
in three packages. Supposedly, he was 
to be able to assemble the craft in 40 
minutes and make his escape. 

The Rotorcycle components rest on 
three metal legs. The point where the 
legs meet is where the four-cylinder 
Nelson air-cooled engine is located. 
The main rotor shaft is attached to the 
engine. The rotor shaft has two blades 
of approximately 10 feet each attached. 

The tail section, composed of a metal 
tubing about the same length as a 
rotor blade with tail rotor, proved the 


infeasibility of this craft. The short tail 
made it erratic in flight and only the 
most competent of pilots could fly it. 

There is no cockpit for the pilot. It’s 
open-air. In front of the engine pod, a 
common seat, much like a bicycle seat, 
is mounted on the front leg of the 
tripod set-up. Lower down that leg are 
found the pedals to operate it. There 
are also two arms which the pilot 
would use for control. This is the small- 
est helicopter on display. 

Another odd-looking experimental 
craft is the VZ-7AP Flying Jeep. This 
vehicle is shaped like a platform and 
has a single seat for the pilot. The plat- 
form itself is approximately eight feet 
wide. A jet engine is at the rear. 

What makes this craft unique is that 
a metal arm juts out from each corner 
of the platform. Each arm supports a 
rotor that has two rotor blades each. 

This aircraft was designed to allow 
moyement of troops or equipment 
over normally difficult terrain, such as 
swamplands. 

Because of this experimental air- 
craft, the hovercraft was developed. It 
moves over water or land on a cushion 
of air. 

The largest helicopter on display is 
an experimental CH-347 tandem-rotor 
large-load craft. 

This Boeing-Vertol helicopter looks 
to the uninitiated like a large CH-47 
Chinook, which is currently in use. The 


CH-347, however, has a one-piece wing 
at the center of the fuselage on either 
side. The CH-347’s two rotors also 
have four blades for each rotor. 

The fuselage for this chopper is 60 
feet long. Rotor diameter is 60 feet, 9 
inches from the tip of one blade to the 
tip of the opposite blade on the same 
rotor. 

Because of the Chinook, the CH-347 
was never accepted into the Army 
inventory. 

Besides the oddities, the museum 
contains aircraft from the early 1940s 
to the present that were in the Army 
inventory and have aided in the devel- 
opment of Army aviation as it is 
known today. 

Such exhibits include the L series 
Grasshoppers used for artillery direc- 
tion control and ambulance services 
during World War II and part of the 
Korean Conflict. The plane was known 
more commonly as the Piper Cub. 
Then the OH-13 and OH-23, the type of 
first helicopters the Army used in com- 
bat in Korea are displayed. An AH- 
56A Cheyenne, 10 of which the Army 
used to develop attack helicopter cap- 
abilities, epitomized by the AH-1G 
HueyCobra, also is shown. 

Some others are an H-25A Army 
Mule, the first tandem-rotor adopted 
by the Army in 1953; the TH-55 Osage, 
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the Army's present primary trainer; 
the Army’s workhorse from Vietnam 
onward, the UH-1 Huey; the YOH-6A 
Chayuse that set 23 official world rec- 
ords in two months in 1961, and an 
OH-6A that was the actual helicopter 
used by the Army’s Silver Eagles flight 
demonstration team. 

Many other helicopters are on dis- 
play. Some have unique features, such 


as a YH-32 Hiller Hornet, powered by 
two ramjet engines mounted on the 
blade tips, and the XH-26 powered by 
two pulse jets mounted on its blade 
tips. Neither of these was adopted by 
the Army. 

The museum also has a VCH-34. 
This helicopter was the first to be used 
by a President of the United States, 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, and later by 


This is one of the aircraft on display at Fort Rucker, Ala. 


Fort Rucker’s aviation museum has made it a major tourist attraction. 


John FE Kennedy. 

As far as fixed-wing aircraft are 
concerned, in addition to the Grass- 
hoppers, the two most impressive are 
an F-51D Mustang fighter that was 
made famous by its performance dur- 
ing World War II, and the VC-121A 
four-engine Constellation, General of 
the Army Douglas MacArthur's flying 
command post during the Korean Con- 
flict. 

The museum is not just planes and 
helicopters, however. Its reference li- 
brary contains more than 1,800 doc- 
uments, books and manuals and more 
than 2,000 photographs. 

These materials are used by the 
museum staff for authentic restora- 
tion and preservation of the aircraft 
collection and memorabilia. Writers 
and researchers, military and civilian, 
use these valuable sources of informa- 
tion. 

This historical point of interest, one 
of the top 10 tourist attractions in 
Alabama, is open to visitors every day 
of the year, except Christmas. Visitors 
may have a guided tour or just roam 
on their own. No admission is charged. 
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In the center, American Red Cr 


8 President Richard Schubert is joined by VFW Auxiliary 


Secretary-Treasurer Glenn Grossman and VFW Adjutant Gen. Howard E, Vander Clute in 
signing a disaster relief statement of understanding. It replaces the disaster plan adopted in 
1950 and was authorized by the 1982 VF W National Convention in Los Angeles. 


The Veterans of Foreign Wars and 
its Auxiliary and the American Red 
Cross (ARC) have reaffirmed their long- 
standing agreement to cooperate with 
one another in providing disaster relief. 

Representatives of the two organi- 


zations recently signed a disaster relief 


statement of understanding at the 


ARC national headquarters in Wash-: 


ington, D.C. 

VFW Adjutant Gen. Howard E. 
Vander Clute, Jr, and VFW Ladies Aux- 
iliary National Secretary-Treasurer 
Glenn Grossman, both headquartered 
in Kansas City, Mo., represented their 
two organizations at the signing cere- 
monies with American Red Cross Pres- 
ident Richard Schubert. 

The statement of understanding, re- 
placing the cooperative disaster plan 
adopted by the 1950 VFW National 
Convention in Chicago, enables the 
Red Cross to use VFW and Auxiliary 
facili as shelters, feeding centers, 
disaster service centers or offices and 
to train members of the two organiza- 
tions as Red Cross volunteers or as 
year-around members of the Red 
Cross disaster action teams. 

Planning for specific local coopera- 
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tion between VFW Posts and Auxiliary 
units and Red Cross chapters is to be 
carried out by these groups in their 
communities, although broader region- 
al planning and coordination may be 
developed on the county, district or 
state levels. 

The VFW and Auxiliary also agree 
to call on their units to cooperate fully 
with the ARC in fundraising and to 
urge them not to hold separate public 
campaigns for disaster relief money, 
although the agreement does not pre- 
vent internal solicitation by VFW Posts 
and other units, as well.as by the 
Auxiliaries. 

Other provisions include an assur- 
ance by the VFW and Auxiliary that 
they will urge Posts and other units 
not to collect clothing, food or other 
materials for disaster victims without 
Red’Cross approval and in case of an 
enemy attack neither will make any 
commitment to Civil Defense involving 
the other organization or its members. 

The VFW and Auxiliary action was 
taken in accordance with Resolution 
212 adopted by the VFW National Con- 
vention in Los Angeles last August. 


Post Accomplishments 


We are proud and would like to 
share with others some of the accom- 
plishments of the activities of our 600- 
member Post. 

We gave 65 well-filled Christmas 
baskets to needy families of our com- 
munity. 

Each week we furnish our meeting 
hall for the registration of about 500 
unemployed citizens. They had been 
using a huge 4-H and Agricultural 
Center. When they could no longer use 
this facility, they would have had to 
drive over 40 miles plus pay parking 
fees, had we not furnished our hall. 
They can be seated here and not stand 
in lines outside in the inclement 
weather. This was filmed and shown 
on Channel 14, of Evansville, Ind., and 
narrated by Bob Sabo, newscaster. 

Last but not least, an unsolicited 
letter from our local undertaker ap- 
peared in the Feb. 10, 1983, Boonville 
Standard praising Post 3418 for being 
the only local veterans’ organization 
which renders full military rites at 
funerals of veterans when requested. 

In conclusion, these civic services 
are typical of the work of the incum- 
bent officers and Post membership.— 
Richard L. Cundiff, Publicity Chair. 
man, Post 3418, Boonville, Ind. 47601. 


Sky Soldiers, Well Done 


Lucian Vecchio’s “When the Sky 
Soldiers Paraded Dressed Right” (Jan- 
uary) grabbed this old soldier right 
below the “US Army” on his fatigue 
shirt. Our backgrounds are totally dif- 
ferent. I was a tanker and a 36-year 
“lifer” while Vecchio is a citizen who 
became a light infantryman for two or 
three years when his country called. 
Yet his feeling for his unit is that of a 
professional. 

In the heat of combat, the 173rd 
Airborne did something right in the 
way it instilled esprit, a sense of belong- 
ing and of loyalty, in its ever-changing 
complement of young citizen-soldiers. 
Its veterans attended the Vietnam 
Memorial dedication for the same rea- 
son they used to accept additional 
casualties fighting to protect a wound- 
ed buddy: they had a rule. And the 

(continued on page 59) 
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Hardcover 

Above and Beyond: 1941-1945 by William H. 
Morrison, St. Martin’s Press, 314 pages, $16.95. In 
this one-volume history of carrier aviation, the 
author takes an intimate look at the men who 
fought for airpower in the U.S. Navy and Japan- 
ese Imperial Fleet. 

Ticket to Hell via Dieppe by A. Robert 
Prouse, Van Nostrand Reinhold, 192 pages, 
$14.95. Prouse’s memoirs of three years spent in 
Stalag IXC deep within the Third Reich recreates 
in considerable detail what life was like behind 
barbed wire. 

The Burning Mountain: A Novel of the 
Invasion of Japan by Alfred Coppel, Harcourt, 
Brace Jovanovich, 438 pages, $15.95. What if the 
atomic bomb tested at Los Alamos in 1945 had 
failed? Then the massive American invasion of 
Japan might have been much as it’s described in 
this mix of history and fiction. 

British Infantry Uniforms Since 1660 by 
Michael Bathorp, Sterling Publishing, 160 pages, 
$21.95. Bathorp's text is complemented with 
almost 200 pictures of British dress, undress 
and fighting dress from the Restoration to pres- 
ent day. 

War Maps: Great Land, Sea and Air Battles 
of World War II by Simon Goodenough, St. Mar- 
tin’s Press, 192 pages, $18.95. At the core of War 
Maps are 232 full-color maps that crystallize 
every major land, sea and air engagement in the 
European and Pacific theaters during World 
War II, punctuated with commentary and 
photographs. 

Atlas of The 20th Century by Richard Nat- 
kiel, Facts on File, 256 pages, $29.95. Amply 
supplied with detailed maps, this volume charts 
the progress of war and diplomacy in this 
tumultuous century. 

Return to Freedom by Samuel C. Grashio and 
Bernard Norling, M.C.N. Press, 176 pages, $14.95. 
Return to Freedom records Col. Grashio’s ex- 
periences and impressions of the defense of 
Bataan, the Death March, and the subsequent 
imprisonment of its survivors, from a partici- 
pant’s point of view. 

The First of the Few: Fighter Pilots of the 
First World War by Denis Winter, The University 
of Georgia Press, 223 pages, $17.50. In this new 
study, the author attempts to describe the war 
for the ordinary fighter pilot from enlistment 
to demobilization. 

The U.S. Army Command and General Staff 
College: A Centennial History by Boyd L. Das- 
trup, Sunflower University Press, 157 pages, $40. 
Dastrup's text provides an analysis of the insti- 
tution from its beginnings in 1881 as the School 
of Application for Infantry and Cavalry through 
1981. 

History of the Seventh Armored Division 
edited by Neil Chapin, Seventh Armored Di- 
vision Assn., 328 pages, no price listed. The 
Lucky Seventh’s exploits during World War II 
are recounted from formation at Camp Polk 
through the drive from Normandy to the Baltic 
to deactivation at the end of the war. 

Stand in the Day of Battle by William C. 
Davis, Doubleday, 359 pages, $19.95. This second 
volume of Davis’ Civil War trilogy takes up the 
story of the rebellion after its first eighteen 
months. 


Ambush by S.L.A. Marshall, The Battery Press, 
242 pages, $16.95. Ambush deals with combat | 
action of the Ist and 25th Infantry Divisions 
and the Special Forces-led Chinese mercenaries 
during the late fall and early winter of 1966. 

Charlie Company: What Vietnam Did to Us 
by Peter Goldman and Tony Fuller, Morrow, 358 
pages, $15.95. The stories of sixty-five soldiers of 
the First Infantry Division, Second Battalion, 
28th Infantry Regiment, Company C are retold 
from a perspective of over a decade. 

Heroes and Other Enlisted Men by James I. 
Merrill, Dorrance, 171 pages, $12.95. Air Force | 
veteran Merrill offers entertaining proof that 
the American sense of humor is alive and well in 
the armed forces with this book of sixty-three 
amusing anecdotes. 

Fighter Pilot: The First American Ace of 
World War II by William R. Dunn, The Univer- 
sity Press of Kentucky, 234 pages, $18. Dunn | 
conveys the fighter pilot's experience of war in 
this combination adventure story and historical 
document. 

The Desert Generals by Correlli Barnett, 
Indiana University Press, 351 pages, $17.95. This 
new and enlarged edition, originally published 
in 1960, is the story of the generals who fought 
the great battles of North Africa in World War II. 


Softcover 

Soldier Talk by Frank A. Hailey, cartoons by 
Jack Dtummey, D. Irving Publ. 70 pages, $5.95. 
VFW members Hailey and Drummey, along with 
publisher Irving, team up to produce this dic- 
tionary of over 900 military slang expressions 
from four wars. | 

The American Military and the Far East 
edited by Joe C. Dixon, U.S. Government Print- 
ing Office, 318 pages, $7. This volume is the pub- 
lished proceedings of the Ninth Military History 
Symposium which addressed American objec- 
tives and strategy in Asia, occupation of Asian 
territory, and the impact of Asia on the Ameri- 
can military. 

Baseball for the Love of It by Anthony J. 
Connor, Macmillan, 285 pages, no price listed. 
Connor has collected pithy quotes from one 
hundred baseball greats who tell it like it is. 

747th Tank Battalion: APO 230 by Homer D. | 
Wilkes, Tuscon Books, 714 N. Euclid, Tuscon, 
Ariz. 85719, 190 pages, $16. Wilkes recounts the 
history of the 747th during World War II. 

How to Make War: A Comprehensive Guide 
to Modern Warfare by James EF Dunnigan, Mor- 
row, 442 pages, $7.95. This is an “everything-you- 
ever-wanted-to-know” book, filled with useful 
reference materials as well as insightful obser- 
vations on the nature of modern warfare. 

USAFE: A Primer of Modern Air Combat in 
Europe by Michael Skinner, Presidio Press, 144 
pages, $9.95. Color photographs of the US. 
NATO aircraft are blended with a first-hand 
commentary on modern air combat in this book 
for the layman and the jet-savvy veteran. 

The World War II Quiz & Fact Book by 
Timothy B. Benford, Harper & Row, 230 pages, 
$7.95. Benford recreates the events of World 


War II through a collection of war trivia, facts 
and figures. 


VFW: Restore 
Memorial Day Date 


For several years the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars has advocated the re- 
turn of Memorial Day to its original 
May 30 date rather than the last Mon- 


| day of the month. 


This year Memorial Day falls on May 
30, but this in no way dilutes the 
VFW’s position taken at the 83rd Na- 
tional Convention last August in Los 
Angeles in Resolution 104. 

A bill, S71, introduced by Sen. Jen- 
nings Randolph (W.Va.) and sent to the 
Senate Judiciary Committee would re- 
store Washington's birthday, Columbus 
Day and Memorial Day to their original 
dates. 

Entitled “Restore Memorial Day to 
May 30,” the text of Resolution 104 
follows: 


WHEREAS, on May 30, 1868, Gen. 
John A. Logan inaugurated the obser- 
vance of Memorial Day as the day of 
remembrance for those who died in 
the War of 1860-65; and 

WHEREAS, the citizens of this coun- 
try have honored the military dead 
from all of America’s wars on May 30 
since that time; and 

WHEREAS, this day has become the 
principal time this nation pays solemn 
tribute to those men and women who 
have paid the supreme sacrifice and 
the hundreds of thousands who were 
disabled while serving their country 
when called upon; and 

WHEREAS, under the provisions of 
the Monday Holiday Law as enacted 
by the United States Congress, Memo- 
rial Day is now observed on the last 
Monday of May; and 

WHEREAS, celebrating this tradi- 
tional holiday on the last Monday of 
May further commercializes and un- 
dermines our American heritage and 
traditions; and 

WHEREAS, the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars and other patriotic organizations 
wish to preserve the true meaning of 
Memorial Day; now, therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, by the 83rd Na- 
tional Convention of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars of the United States, that 
we support legislation to return the 
commemoration of Memorial Day to its 
rightful and historic date, May 30 of 
each year. NEW 
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VFW Service 
Office Success Story 


Gregory K. Wyckoff entered the U.S. 
Navy on Nov. 12, 1965, and was re- 
leased from active duty on June 20, 
1969, after more than three years in 
Vietnam. 

The veteran filed his claim with 
the VA on April 28, 1980, for multiple 
sclerosis (MS), but it was disallowed 
on Feb. 10, 1981, at the Seattle, Wash. 
VA Regional Office. 

The Veterans of Foreign Wars, 
through Oregon Department Service 
Officer Gerald A. Christensen, was given 
power of attorney in July, 1982, with a 
request to aid in gaining service con- 
nection for MS. 

Following a review of Wyckoff’s file, 
Christensen requested a statement 
from Wyckoff’s personal doctor, who 
submitted it in April, 1981. He explained 


For Claims Assistance 


AIR FORCE 
(Including Army Air Units Prior to 1947) 

329th Rep. Sqdn. (Brisbane, Australia; New Guinea, 
Nichols Field, Clark Field, P1,; 1943-45)—Need to contact 
anyone who served with me.—James E, Owen, 242 Maynard, 
Haysville, Kans, 67060, 

379th Bomb, Grp., 527th Sqdn,— Seeking Henry Kritzer, Wil 
liam H. Endsley or other crew members at Lorient, France.— 
Lawrence Archer, 4802 W. Burt Lake Rd., Brutus, Mich, 49716. 

6319th Instl. Sq., APO 334 (Guam, April 1, 1952 to Aug. 30, 
1953) — Seeking Winnett or anyone who served with me during 
this period. —Norman G. Prechel, Rte. 1 Box 47, Walnut Grove, 
Minn. 56180, 


ARMY 

2/11 ACR, E Trp., Ist Pit. (Vietnam, 1967-68) —Seeking 
anyone who was with me when I lost my hearing and was 
bleeding from both ears on a $ & D mission near Loc Ninh, 
especially Sgt. Sharrow, Lt. Echertt or Colonel I walked by.— 
EW. Bayless, 334 S, Mulberry St,, Wilmington, Ohio 45177. 

7th Armd. Div., 92nd Cav. (Aboard USS Tarlton 8. Brown, 
June 20, 1945) —Seeking anyone with knowledge of my broken 
ankle, Former POW.— Lester H. Turney, RR3, Sumner, I 

7th Div. 7th Recon. Co. (Korea, July-Oct. 1951) —Seeking 
Cpl. Francisco, Sgts., Beer, Coleman, Martinez, Bloom, and Lt 
Carlos Grossi, M.D, with 121st Evac. Hosp.—Thomas McCaf- 
frey, 215% Kelley St., Modesto, Calif. 95354 

i6th Field Hosp. (West Germany, winter of 1944-45) — 
Need to contact anyone in the unit during this period.—Ralph 
Craig, 589 Mayo Ct, Stuart, Va. 24171. 

25th Div., 35th RCT, 3rd Bn., Co. L, 2nd Pit. (Korea, Aug. 
1951-May 1952)—Seeking Lt. John Yeo, Sgts. Halverson, Gale 
Showers, Ken Bremmer or anyone serving during this period. — 
Ted Braybrook, 3708 E. Omaha, Grandville, Mich. 49418. 

74th Arm. FA, HQ Bttry. (Landshut, West Germany, 1951- 
53)—Seeking anyone who remembers tank accident causing a 
back injury and hospitalization.—Richard A. Kaar, 551 W. Ist, 
Wahoo, Neb. 68066. 

179th Sig. Rep. Co. (Camp Crowder, 1943)—Seeking any- 
one who remembers my having spinal meningitis. —George H. 
Place, 32 N. Hiawassee Rd,, Orlando, Fla. 32811. 

187th Paraglider Rgt., Co. F (Sendai, Japan, spring of 
1947)—Would like to contact anyone with knowledge of glider 
crack-up, especially pilot, co-pilot and passenger. Also seeking 
personnel at the field hospital.—Clarence Stetson, 1181 S.W. 
27th Terr, Ft, Lauderdale, Fla. 33312. 

254th Rgt., 2nd Bn., Co. H (West Germany, 1944-46) — 
Seeking Boris J. Geezer and Capt. Horlock.—Henry Shorkey, 
Rte. | Box 66, Mountain, Wis, 54149. 
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the veteran had MS, but had been 
treated for diplopia early 1972, 1973, 
and in 1974 the diagnosis was laby- 
rinthitis. 

In his statement, the doctor said, “In 
retrospect it is clear that the episodes 
of diplopia in 1972 and 1973 and the 
labyrinthitis in 1974 were manifesta- 
tions of his currently active multiple 
sclerosis.” 

With this statement, the board was 
able to grant service connection effec- 
tive April 28, 1980, and awarded a 
retroactive check for $37,617.60. 

Following this award, Wyckoff has 
now joined the VFW. He is one of the 
best salesmen for membership in the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars and giving 
the VFW your power of attorney. 


NEW 


283rd FA Bn, Sve. Bttry. (Gurzenich, Germany, Feb. 25, 
1945)—Seeking anyone who remembers me being wounded 
Also seeking person who remember me as patient at Crile VA 
Hosp., Feb. 1946-April 1946.—Paul B. Kline, 219 W. 5th Ave., 
Clearfield, Pa. 16830, 

333rd Inf., Co. I (Battle of the Bulge)—Must contact 
Albert N. Huber, —Matt Miletich, 1307 159th Ave. S.E., Bellevue, 
Wash, 98008, 

337th Rgt., 2nd Bn., Co. H (Italy, winter of 1944)—Seeking 
Capts. Andrew Centola and Freedman, Lt. Johnson, Sgt. Mes: 
smer, company clerk, Ist platoon medic, Massillo or anyone 
else in the company who can verify my hospitalization for 
trench foot or frozen feet.—George Nelson, Jr, 9608 E. Aspen 
Cr, Mesa, Ariz, 85208, 


479th Port Const. (Vietnam, 1970)—Need to contact Glen 
Sheffield. —David Bondurant, 3064 Forest Hill Cr, Lynchburg, 
Va, 24501 


599th AAA (Brussels, WWII)-Need to contact anyone in 
the jeep hit by a trolley car and then overturning, —Richard 
Fielding, Box 413a, Pittsburg, N.H, ( 2. 

754th Tank Bn., Co. D, 713th Flame Thrower Bn.— Records 
destroyed in fire, rald Goodwin, 39650 Loundree Dr, Sandy, 
Ore. 97055, 

Ft. Bragg, N.C. (May, 1967)—Need witnesses to Army 
pickup and civilian automobile accident on post, I was hospi 
talized at Womach Army Hosp,—Alonzo H. Setzer, Rte. 2 Box 
639A0, Lincolnton, N.C. 28092. 

Ft. Screven, Ga. (July 10-Dec, 31, 1918) —Need to hear from 
anyone attached to recruit barracks or the Med. Det. and 
remembers my right foot being injured when a block of ice fell 
‘on it,—Lewis M. Gould, Rte. 3 Box 210-C, Ruther Glen, Va. 
22546, 

MACV Adv. Team 47 (Long Binh, Vietnam, 1969) —Seeking 
SFC Rentrera and members of MAT-III-59 who can verify my 
recurrent. fever,—Charles A. Shaughnessy, 44 Rhode Island 
Ave. N.W,, Washington, D.C. 20001. 

Schofield Barracks & 73rd Sta. Hosp., Guam (1940-41) — 
Need to hear from anyone who remembers my eye operation, 
especially a soldier named Walters who had eye surgery at the 
same time, —Skelt Scott, 1714 Hartley Ave,, New Carlisle, Ohio 
45344 


NAVY 

Ist C.B. (Tongatapu Island, 1942-43)—Seeking anyone 
who remembers heavy equipment and barge overturning in 
the bay.—Earl Davis, 650-41 Rancho Sante Fe Rd., San Marcos, 
Calif, 92069, 

USS Braxton (APA138)( 1944-46) — Seeking Capts. Bray and 
Ernest W, Glines or anyone else aboard ship.—Jesse L. Simp- 
son, 5 B Concrete St., Meridian, Texas 76665. 

USS Cascade (AD16)(Boston, August, 1952) —Seeking any. 
one aboard ship who remembers a back injury I sustained in 
dry lock,—Paul F Muehlenkamp, Rte. 2 Box 109; Camp Dou- 
glas, Wis, 54618. 

USS Esso Providence (WWII)—Seeking Thomas Bower- 
man, an armed guard.—Theodore Newstad, 147 S. Plank Rd., 
Newburgh, N.Y, 12550. Y 

USS Okinawa (HMM264/HMM365)(September, 1966) — 
Need to contact doctors and corpsmen who treated me after 
helicopter crash or any witnesses.—Denis Cooper, Rte. 1 Box 
965K Venice, Fla. 33595. 


FLEE a 
VFW 1983 Department 


Conventions 
DEPARTMENT CITY DATES 
ALABAMA — Montgomery June 24-26 
ALASKA — Valdez . June 19-22 
ARIZONA—Tucson June 15-19 
ARKANSAS —N. Little Rock . June 23-26 
CALIFORNIA—San Jose . June 19-23 
COLORADO — Durango. . June 15-18 
CONNECTICUT —Windsor Locks June 10-12 
DELAWARE — Wilmington June 10-11 
DISTRICT OF 

COLUMBIA—Arlington, VA . June 17-18 


June 22-26 
June 23-26 
June 17-19 
June 16-19 


FLORIDA—Hollywood . 
GEORGIA—Atlanta . 
GERMANY — Worms 
HAWAII —Honolulu. 
IDAHO —Pocatello . 
ILLINOIS—Chicago . 
INDIANA —Clarksville . 
1OWA —Waterloo...... 
KANSAS — Overland Park 
KENTUCKY — Louisville. . 
LOUISIANA — Baton Rouge 
MAINE—Bangor........ 

MARYLAND — Ocean City . 
MASSACHUSETTS — Hyannis 
MICHIGAN —Lansing . 
MINNESOTA— Duluth. 
MISSISSIPPI —Jackson . 

MISSOURI —VJefferson City 
MONTANA—Lewiston .. 

NEBRASKA — Kearney 
NEVADA —Las Vegas. . 
NEW HAMPSHIRE — Merrimack . 
NEW JERSEY —Wildwood . 
NEW MEXICO —Clovis 
NEW YORK—Utica. .. 
NORTH CAROLINA—Winston-Salem 
NORTH DAKOTA — Bismarck . 
OHIO—Cincinnati......... 

OKLAHOMA — Oklahoma City 


June 16-19 
June 16-18 


June 22-25 
.June 23-26 


OREGON —Springfield....... June 15-18 
PACIFIC AREAS —Taipei, Taiwan. June 1-4 
PANAMA CANAL — Not Rec‘d . . Not Rec'd. 
PENNSYLVANIA—Philadelphia . . June 15-18 
RHODE ISLAND —Providence . . June 23-26 
SOUTH CAROLINA—Columbia . June 24-26 
SOUTH DAKOTA — Yankton . June 18-21 
TENNESSEE —Nashville. June 24-26 
TEXAS —Corpus Christi . June 24-26 
UTAH — Salt Lake City... .June 24-26 
VERMONT—Burlington . .June 3-5 
VIRGINIA—Richmond. . . June 23-26 
WASHINGTON — Spokane . . June 22-25 
WEST VIRGINIA —Parkersburg . . June 23-26 
WISCONSIN — Jane&ville . -June 22-25 
WYOMING — Rawlins June 10-12 


A FAMILY 
TRADITION. 


Grandmother was a child 
abuser. Her daughter grew up 
learning abuse as a way of life. 
Today that daughter has children 
of her own. And she abuses 
them. Help destroy a family tradi- 
tion. Most abused children grow 
up to be child abusers them- 
selves. That tradition can be de- 
stroyed. Child abusers can be 
helped. 

PREVENT CHILD ABUSE. WRITE: 


National Committee for 
Prevention of Child Abuse, 
Box 2866, Chicago, Ill. 60690. 


Official Calls for 
Greater Awareness 
Of Need for Safety 


A stepped-up campaign to increase 
public awareness of the need for 
greater highway safety was urged 
March 6 at the meeting of the National 
Safety Committee. 

Making the appeal was Diane Steed, 
deputy administrator of the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA), who commended the VFW 
for its efforts to improve driver safety 
throughout the United States with its 
Drive-to-Survive program. 

“NHTSA has established two priority 
programs,” Steed said. “Our first goal is 
to get the drunk driver off the road. 
And thanks to grass roots efforts by 
groups like yours, our roads are get- 
ting safer for everyone.” 

Steed said alcohol-related deaths 
decreased almost 50% last year, thanks 
in large part to public outcry for 
stronger legislation, more stringent en- 
forcement of drunk driving laws and 
stiffer penalties for offenders. 

“Our second goal is to make the pub- 
lic more aware of the life-saving value 
of automobile safety belts,” Steed said. 

Steed said in a recent nationwide 
survey 75% out of 1,200 persons re- 
sponded that their safety belts were 
broken. 

“The truth is the safety belts were 
not broken,” Steed said. “The new 
inertia-type belts allow the wearer 
more freedom to move around in the 
car. Only when impact force is applied 
will the seat belt work, so many people 
think the safety belts don’t work.” 

Steed asked the VFW to support the 
NHTSA in its continuing effort to edu- 
cate the public about vehicle safety. 

VFW Commander-in-Chief James R. 
Currieo voiced his support for the 
work being done by the NHTSA and 
urged the Safety Council members to 
do more in their communities to pro- 
mote safe driving practices, especially 
in the area of drunk driving. 

Currieo presented Steed with the 
VFW Certificate of Appreciation for 
her work on NHTSA over the past two 
years. 


REUNIONS 


AIR FORCE 
(Including Army Air Units Prior to 1947) 


fay 
44th Bomb. Grp., Bomb. Wing, Strat. Wing—26-29, Rapid 
City, S.D.—Thomas J. Pfeiffer, Ellsworth AFB, S.D. 57706. 
1iSth Liaison Sqdn. (WWII)—19-21, Arlington, Tex.— 
Reunion Comm., PO. Box 5462, Arlington, Tex. 76011. 
324th Fgtr. Grp.—28, Sioux Falls, S.D.—Walter Morgan, 
South Dakota State Univ. Brookings, SD. 87007 
06th Fgtr. Grp. (WWII)— Arlington, Tex.—Jack 
Robinson, 3104 Cambridge Dr, Arlington, Tex. 76013. 
June 
2nd Bomb. Sqdn.—16-18, Lexington, Ky—Jim Bradley, 
5803 N,W. 70th Ave., Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. 33319. 
3rd SAD & 25th Bomb. Grp. (WWII)— 14-16, Chicago, Ill. — 
WS. Noble, 7266 Goodwood Ave., Baton Rouge, La. 70806, 
25-26, Nashville, Tenn.—Leo Lester, 600 E. 


74th Trp. Carrier Sqdn. —16-18, Dallas, Tex.—VM. Draper, 
Rt. 4, Box 379, Bluff City, Tenn. 37618. 

79th Airdrome Sqdn. (So. Pac., 1942-45)—3-5, Dayton, 
Ohio—Arthur McNamara, 90 High St, Charlestown, Mass. 
0: 


385th Bomb. Grp.—1-5, Colorado Springs, Colo.—Paul R. 
Schilz, 2049 Phoebe Dr, Billings, Mont. 59105. 

438th Trp. Carrier Grp. (WWII)—3-4, Orlando, Fla.—Al 
Perry, 9148 Ogilvie Dr, Orlando, Fla. 328089. 
July 

Sth Fgtr. Sqdn.—1-3, Minot, N.D.—Joe Meyers, RR 1, Box 
303, Ramsey, Ill. 62080. 

8th AF Historical Society. European tour—8th AF 

Friendship Holiday, PO. Box 1304, Hallandale, Fla. 33009. 

19th Bomb. Wing—8-10, Carlisle, Pa —Herbert A. Frank, 90- 
13 201st St,, Hollis, N.Y. 11423. 

29th Air. Sve. Grp. , Dayton, Ohio—Frank Pace, 315 W. 
15th St., Dover, Ohio 44¢ 

29th Fgtr. Inter. Sqdn. 
A. Donovan, 2912 5th Ave. 


24, Great Falls, Mont.—! 
reat Falls, Mont. 59406. 
15-17, Columbus, Ohio—Tom A. 


Harold 


Soltis, 23332 

49th Fgtr. Wing—21-24, Palm Beach, Fla.—Joseph A. Kaplo- 
witz, 4660 Glenridge Tr, Stuart, Fla. 33494 

75th Air Depot Wing (1952-56)—14-17, Rapid City, S.D.— 
Kenneth M. Brunmeier, PO. Box 181, Onida, 8.D. 57564. 


Nemo, 141 Paxton Ave,, Wheeling, WVa. 26003 
82nd Rep. Sqdn. (Agra, India, 1942-45. 
Baxter, 510 Oakdale Dr, Oklahoma City, Oki 
376th Hvy. Bomb. Grp. Vets Assn 
Ohio—Tim Holt, Box 727, Hutchinson, K 
454th Bomb. Sadn. (WWII)—13-17, San Francisco, Calif-— 
Joe Havrilla, 1208 Margeret St., Munhall, Pa. 15120, 


586th Bomb. Sqdn.—27-30, Indianapolis, Ind.—Ralph 
Brown, 7295 Shelby, Indianapolis, Ind. 46227. 

Pilot Class 59A (Greenville, Miss.)—22, Orlando, Fla— 
Donald L. Schmenk, 941 E. 3rd St., Ottawa, Ohio 45875. 

Stalag 17B Ex-POW—21, Cleveland, Ohio—Orlo Natvig, E. 
Clark St, Box 80, Charles City, lowa 50616. 

ALL BRANCHES 
June 

D-Day—June 1984, European tour—Travel Counsellors, 
Inc., 435 S. Main St,, Harrisonburg, Va. 22801. 

Iceland—26-30, Monticello, N.Y.—Dave Zinkoff, 2101 Walnut 
St,, Philadelphia, Pa. 19103. 

July 

American Ex-Prisoners of War, Inc.—21-23, Cleveland, 
Ohio—PO. Box 34083, Cleveland, Ohio 44134 

Assn. of Ex-POWs from the Korean War—22-24, Dayton, 
Ohio—William Norwood, 5013 Ormand Rd., West Carrollton, 
Ohio 45449. 

China-Burma-India Veterans Assn.—24-29, Las Vegas, 
Nev.—BE Godfrey, 305 N. Interurban 7, Richardson, Tex., 
75081. 

ARMY 
May 

44th Evac. Hosp. Unit. (WWII)—I1-12, 1984, Winston 
Salem, N.C.—Mary K, Jones, 2026 Elizabeth Ave., Winston 
Salem, N.C, 27103. 

88th Inf. Div., Texas Chap.—28, College Station, Tex.—Bob 
Denton, 701 Gilchrist, College Station, Tex, 77840 

115th Inf., Co. B—22, Hagerstown, Md,—George C, Penner, 
214 Woodpoint Ave., Hagerstown, Md. 21740. 

139th Trans. Bn., HHD (NG)— 14-15, Brookings, 
139th Trans. Bn., ATTN: RAC, Box 783, Brookings, 

184th AAA Gun Bn. (WWII)—20-22, Chicago, 
ler, 10924 Pleasant Acres Dr, Adelphi, Md. 20783. 

212th CA-AAA (NYNG)—20, New York, N.Y—Robert F Ben 
nett, 530 E, 20th St., New York, N.Y. 10009. 

245th Engr. Comb. Bn.—28-29, Knoxville, Tenn.—Charlie 
Spinner, 300 Sheffield Ct., Joppa, Md. 21086, 

430th AAA Bn.— 27-28, St Louis, Mo—James W. 


452nd QM Laundry Unit—27- s Darby, 19 Adair 
Ave., New Castle, Del. 19720. 

AAA (AW) Bn., Bttry. D (WWII) — 27-28, Winter Haven, 

Fla.—John Maroiti, 1250 Howard Terr. N.W,, Winter Haven, Fla. 


June 

4th Inf. Div. Assn.—9-12, Asheville, N.C.— 
3338 Wedgewood Dr, Augusta, Ga, 30909. 

V Corps, HQ (WWII)—17-19, Rochester, N. Y—Sam Racko- 
witz, 29 Chelmsford Ra., Rochester, N.Y. 14618. 


(continued on page 45) 


B.B, Zimmerman, 


VA Head 
Sets Agency’s 
Major Goals 


Health care for aging veterans and 
compensation for Agent Orange veter- 
an-victims are two basic issues the 
Veterans Administration must deal 
with in the coming years. 

That opinion was voiced by VA 
Administrator Harry Walters at the 
general session of the VFW Mid-Winter 
Conference at the Sheraton Washing- 
ton Hotel, March 7, in Washington. 

“By the year 2000, more than 65% of 
all American males over 65 will be 
veterans,” he declared. “The VA must 
take a leadership position in caring for 
these Americans who served their 
country so well in times of war” 

Walters said the VA in recent years 
has come in for criticism from the 
Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB), but added that he, not OMB 
Director David Stockman, will run the 
VA. 


“When the VA and the OMB don't 
agree, veterans and the VA will have 
their say at the table,” he said. “We will 
not allow the OMB to balance the fed- 
eral budget on the back of the VA.” 

On the issue of veterans claiming 
disability as a result of Agent Orange 
and other herbicide exposure in South- 
east Asia, Walters said: 

“At present, the VA is giving medical 
attention to those exposed to Agent 
Orange. We will treat all servicemen 
who ask for help. But on the issue of 
compensation, the VA has its hands 
tied.” 

Congress, not the VA, has the author- 
ity to make laws allowing compensa- 
tion. He suggested that a teamwork 
approach be taken by the VA and 
Congress in handling the herbicide 
question. 

Walters took a hard line: 

“The VA will not be a whipping boy 
for Congress...and it is incumbent on 
Congress to bring the appropriate leg- 
islation to get the VA into the game.” 

This was Walters’s first appearance 
at a major VFW gathering since his 


appointment. 
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AUTHORIZED 
MINIATURE 
MEDALS 


Wear Them 
with Pride 


These miniature 
medals are made to 
authorized U.S. gov- 
ernment specifica- 
tions, Fully approved, 
Low price of $4.00 
each includes post- 
age. 
Please Note: 
C Individual mounts. 
DO One mount for all. 
*Add $1.00 per medal 
For Mounted Sets 
Please specify or we will 
Ship individual mounts. 
MEDAL 
Air Force Good Conduct 
Air Force Commendation 
Airman's Medal 
Air Medal 
American Campaign 
American Defense 
Armed Forces Expeditionary 
Armed Forces Reserve 
(Specify Branch) 
Army Commendation 
Army Good Conduct 
Asiatic-Pacilic Campaign 
Bronze Star 
China Service (N, M/C, C/G) 
Coast Guard Good Conduct 
Distinguished Flying Cross 
European-Atrican-M.E, Campaign 
Korean Service 
Marine Good Conduct 
Navy Commendation 
Navy Good Conduct 
Navy & Marine Corps Medal 
Navy Reserve Medal 
National Defense Service 
Organized M/C Reserve 
Philippine Liberation 
Purple Heart 
Rep. Vietnam Cpgn/ Year Bar 
Silver Star 
United Nations Service 
Vietnam Service 
World War Il Occupation 
(Specify Branch) 
World War II Victory 


Combat Infantrymen Badge 
Miniature 2” size 
BATTLESTARS: (© Bronze Silver ( Gold 


OAK LEAF CLUSTERS: () Bronze 1 Silver 
© Arrowheads () Germany (1 Japan 


Others . lst... ni 
Devices are available 50¢ each 
These are easily mounted. Indicate amount of each. 


QUANTITY 


TROPHY CASE—Especially made for 
safe-keeping and displaying military 
patches, medals, ribbons, awards. 
Constructed of sturdy acrylic. It is 
available in 8”x10” size for only $9.95 

ppd. Hang vertical or horizontal. 
8”x10" size _ only $ 9.95 
11”x14” size only $16.95 

Unconditional 30 day money 

back guarantee 


© Please send official order of precedence chart and other catalog 
sheets, | enclose $1.00. 


GLENWOOD AGENCY, 
Dept. VF-53 
32 Wilmoth Ave., Ardsley, N.Y. 10502 


Please rush item(s) checked above, 
Enclosed is (] check or () money order for 
total of $. 


PRINT NAME, 
ADDRESS. 
CITY. 


- ¥ 
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| diately after concluding his presenta- 


4 
VFW leaders address Peace Through Strength rally held to counteract the nearby nuclear freeze 


demonstration in Washington. Commander-in-Chief James R. Currieo, left, was chairman. 
With him are Sr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Clifford G. Olson, Past Commander-in-Chief 
Cooper T. Holt and Jr. Vice Commander-in-Chief Billy Ray Cameron. 


Peace Through Strength 


Opposition to a nuclear freeze was 


| voiced by several hundred demonstra- 


tors in Senate Park adjacent to the 
Capitol on March 8 during the VFW 
annual Mid-Winter Conference in 
Washington. 

Chaired by Commander-in-Chief 
James R Currieo, the rally was held by 
the Coalition for Peace Through 
Strength, of which the VFW is a 
member. 

Currieo hurried to the park imme- 


tion of VFW legislative recommenda- 
tions to the Senate Veterans Affairs 
Yommittee in the Russell Senate Office 
Building across the street. 

In the audience were many VFW 
members who had accompanied Cur- 
rieo to the earlier House Veterans Af- 
fairs Committee session in the Cannon 
House Office Building and later at the 
Senate meeting. 

Currieo told the rally the United 
States cannot continue as a free society 
unless the nation is armed sufficiently 
to deter aggression. He added that the 
Peace Through Strength resolution has 
54 co-sponsors in the Senate. 

He noted that veterans of World 
War IFhad to fight because the United 
States’ weakness led to the Japanese 
surprise attack on Pear] Harbor. 

Rep. Mark Siljander (Mich.), a mem- 
ber of the House Foreign Affairs Com- 
mittee, which shortly before was tak- 
ing up the non-binding nuclear freeze 
resolution, told the crowd he was 
bringing the bad news that the com- 
mittee had voted 26 to 10 in favor of 
the measure. 

“But the good news is the Americans 
won't stand for it,” he said. “They care 


about the future of this country and it 
will not be passed. It would freeze us 
into annihilation. We need a nuclear 
arms reduction and then a freeze.” 

Siljander added that he had “to sit 
and swallow all kinds of garbage in the 
committee.” 

Gen. Milnor Roberts, of the Reserve 
Officers Association, said that organi- 
zation is for Peace Through Strength 
because it “does not mean a freeze or 
tying our hands behind us.” 

Other speakers included represen- 
tatives of the American Conservative 
Union and the Conservative Caucus. 
Sen. Jeremiah Denton (Ala.), a sup- 
porter of the Peace Through Strength 
resolution, also spoke. 

The Rev. Jerry Falwell, of Moral 
Majority, said, “I take issue with the 
Catholic bishops, who are advocating 
nuclear disarmament, because Catho- 
lics are a large constituency of Moral 
Majority and the bishops do not speak 
for all their people.” 

Mrs. Phyllis Schlafly, of the Eagle 
Forum, cited several Scriptural passes 
that she said argue against pacifism. 

During the speeches, red beret- 
wearing youths from the American 
Society for the Defense of the Family 
and Property, of Westchester County, 
N.Y, stood at attention as an honor 
guard at the rear of the park. 

Asecond rally held at the same time 
behind the Capitol in support of the 
nuclear freeze resolution was attended 
by several hundred who were bused in 
from points as far away as California. 

One youth carrying a “no nuke” ban- 
ner commented that he ‘was taking 
part in that demonstration because he 
was being paid $50 a day to do so. 


SEE ADVERTISEMENT INSIDE FRONT COVER 
Haband’s NEW SEERSUCKER 
SUMMER PAIRS 
SLACKS 2: OnLy 1 ee for 
Haband for Her 265 N. 9th St., Paterson, NJ 07530 
Yes! Send ____ pairs for which | enclose 


$. plus $1.50 towards postage & handling. 
Or, charge it to: (] VISA (] MASTERCARD 


Acct. # 
Exp. Date: 


GUARANTEE: If |-age— MISSES 
upon receipt i do 
not choose to wear 
them, | can return 
the slacks within 30 


Or 
Tazo" 


days for full retund 
of my remittance. 


Petite 


“Please add $1.50 jAvg. or Tall 


per pair for 
Women's Sizes 


3 for 29.75 
4 for 39.50 


All 5 for only 49.00 
77R-AON 


Name 


Street 
city 
State 


See Advertisement Inside Back Cover 
17~:SATISFACTION GUARANTEED—MAIL COUPON TODAY! +9 


‘OLD VILLAGE SHOP, Dept. VM-4003, i 
1340 Poplar Street, Hanover, Pa. 17331 1 
[Please rush __ prs. of the Genuine Leather “Wing-Tip Brogue"(s) 1 
I for the amazing low price of just $19.88 pr. plus $2.90 postage and! 
{handling ‘on full money-back guarantee. Also enclose my Free Gift ! 
{with my order (M545111X) H 
1] SAVE MORE! Order two pairs for just $38.00 plus $5.00 postage t 
| and handling on same money-back guarantee. ! 
— Black (M271981B) Size Width ____} 
|______prs. Brown (M271999B) Size Width ___! 
| 1 
CHARGE —[-] American Express] Diner's Club H 
Hi C1 Visa ( MasterCard ! 
' 1 
fAcc’t No. | 
{Enclosed is $. | 
! 1 
{Exp. Date. ! 
NAME. ! 
i (please print) ! 
T ADDRESS. H 
i) 1 
ICITY. STATE 2p. 1 
i ‘Check here and send 50¢ for a year’s subscription to our full-color 
H catalog of fine gifts (M289892X). Our policy is to process all 
i} orders promptly. Credit card orders are processed upon credit y 
1 approval. Delays notified promptly. Shipment guaranteed within f 
H 60 days ! 
{ H.H.I. Inc., 1982 | 


Deluxe Woven 4 1 os 


DRESS SLACKS _ 310° $32.50 4 for $42.50 
HABAND 265 N. 9th St., Paterson, NJ 07530 
Yes Sir, Rush me __ pairs of SLACKS, for which | 
enclose my full remittance of $. plus $1.75 

for postage & handling 
Or, charge it to: () Visa |_|) MasterCard 


WAIST SIZES 
30,52, 14,36 36,37,38.99, 40.41,42,45,44, 


Sera) [ was) [UStaRT | 


fcotor __[osh Jory [waist] 
ee) pete a afc 
rani tan] o] | | 


“Please add $1,50 


per pair for 
these sizes. 
77-054 


Name 


Street 


City State Zip 


Haband is a conscientious family business serving 
over 2-million customers across the U.S.A. direct 
by mail since 1925. 


ROBBERY 


iccording to a 

recently published F.B.I. report, rapes occur every 8 
minutes in America, robbery every 78 seconds, and 
murder every 27 minutes. 

The above figures from the 1977 F.B.I. crime reports. 

How can we, as responsible citizens, protect ourselves 
and still remain blah) the law? Well, thanks to modern 
technology and the 
rise of the space 
age, we now have 
the answer. a 

The “Guardian” THE GUARDIAN 

harmless looking flashlight that when 

called upon, can render your attacker helpli 


THE WATCHMANA for up to 30 minutes. Your attacker will receive 


the shock of his life! Accurate 8 to 10 feet. Fits in purse or pocket. The “Watchman” 
— a harmless looking flashlight that when called upon can render your attacker 
helpless for up to 30 minutes. Your attacker will receive the shock of his life! Accurate 


from 18 to 20 feet. For car, camper, etc. This device, recently developed and patented, 


is being 


aluated by law enforcement agencies world-wide for riot and crowd control. 


It is available now, but soon may come under another jurisdiction, making it 


unavailable to the public. 


Ideal for: Housewives, Waitresses, Nurses, Teachers, 


Salesmen, Security Guards, Campers, etc. 


* Safe but Effective 
* No Permanent Damage 


B & G ENTERPRISES 


Gentlemen: 
Pl 


satisfied my money will 
Visa or MasterCard. Pl 
Account No. 


Pt e send me 

satistied, my money wi 
Visa or MasterCard. Pl 
Account No. 


(Sorry, no C.0.0.'s — Col 


5655 S. BIG CANON DR. ENGLEWOOD, CO 80111 

nd me__ GUARDIANS at $19.95 each plus tax. | understand that if | am not totally 
funded within 30 day: 
include $2.05 tor postage and handling. 

Expiration Date: 
WATCHMANS at $39.95 

etunded within 30 day: 
e include $2.05 tor postage and handling. 

Expiration Date: 


ado residents add Sales Tax) 


lenclose | check, | money order or use my 


h plus tax. | understand that if | am not totally 
lenclose |. check, money order or use my 


| certify that | am a responsible adult and will use the weapon only in self defense. 


Signed: 


Date: 


ALL CHECKS ALLOW 30 DAYS 
DISTRIBUTION INFORMATION GIVEN WITH ORDERS ONLY 
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8th Inf., 3rd Bn., HHC (Vietnam, 1966-67)—Manford, Okla — 
Darrell Moody, Rte. 6, Box 437, Batesville, Ark. 72501 

26th Div. Veterans Assn.—17-19, Kerhonkson, N.Y—Sam 
Oppedisano, 61 Winthrop St., Springfield, Mass. 01105, 

28th Div. (WWI, WWII, Korea) Washington, Pa.— 
William D. Smith, 2350 Mulooly Ave., Pittsburgh, Pa. 15227. 

33rd Sig. Co.—18, Parkridge, [ll—Joe Naumowicz, 1821 

Summerset Ln., Northbrook, Il. 60062. 

39th Gen. Hosp.—24-26, Sturbridge, Mass.—Harold Peck, 
317 Drummond Rd., Orange, Conn. 06477. 

45th Gen. Hosp. Assn.—3-5, Lancaster, Pa—Frank Zahem- 
shi, 244 Maryland Ave,, Paterson, N.J. 07503. 

88th Gen. Hosp. (WWII)—24-25, Omaha, Neb—William 
Gudgel, Ainsworth, Neb. 69210. 

G8th Med. Ret. Co. H—3-6, Chattanooga, Tenn—Fred 
Feken, RR 5, Box 435, Joplin, Mo. 64801. 

77th Div, Assn.— 10-12, Downingtown, Pa—Fred Schaefer, 
150 E. 39th St., New York, N.Y. 10016. 

106th Inf., 3rd Bn. (WWII)—26, Marshalltown, Iowa— 
Robert J. Prusha, 1001 S. Center, Marshalltown, lowa 50158. 

112th Engr. Comb. Bn.—11, Cleveland, Ohio—Emery Zbin, 
4264 W. 58th St, Cleveland, Ohio 44144. 

143rd Inf. Rgt. (RCT)—11-12, Waco, Tex.—Hugh Dale, Rte. 1, 
Box 487, Elm Mott, Tex. 76640, 

209th FA Bn. & 161st FA Rgt., 2nd Bn. (WWII)—11-12, Cha- 
nute, Kans.—Herbert E. Harding, 814 S. “A” St., Arkansas City, 
Kans. 67005. 

243rd Sig. Ops. Co.—6-10, East Durham, N.Y—Clifford C. 
Hagedorn, 1515 5th Ave., Des Plaines, Ill. 60018. 

304th Inf. Rgt. Assn.—24-26, San Francisco, Calif —304th 
Inf. Rgt. Assn., c/o Haig Bogosian, 109 Statesir PL, Red Bank, 
N.J.07701. 

331st Inf., Co. 1 (WWII)—17:19, Jackson, Tenn.—Vernon 
Bobo, Box 653, McLemoresville, Tenn. 38235, 

359th Engr. Rgt., Co. C (WWII)—10-12, Louisville, Ky— 
Rubin Walker, Jr., 5156 Cane Run Rd., Louisville, Ky. 40216. 

441st Engr. Depot Co. (WWII)—24-26, Rochester, Minn— 
MJ. Ohirogg, 509 Park St., Chatfield, Minn. 55923. 

512th MP Bn.—23-25, Hot Springs, Ark—Richard Pope, 4 
Markwood Dr,, Little Rock, Ark. 72205. 

551st Engr. Hvy. Pont. Bn.—11, Schenectady, N\.—Joseph E 
Murphy, 108 Dartmouth St., Schenectady, N. 

563rd AAA (WWII)— 10-12, Washington, De 
ae Cheshire Ra) Bet Bethpage, N.Y. 11714. 


Rady Gorlitz, 


644th T.D. Bn.—28-30, White Haven, Pa. —Forest Wilburn, 
531 Cleveland St., Pulaski, Tenn. 38478, 
10-1 ri Killeen, Tex.—Joe Selovich, 1909 35th 


* 23'25; Oak Brook, Il—Joe Kalafut, 4839 W. 
24th PL, Cicero, Ill. 60650, 

Southwestern Airborne Memorial Days—3-5, Houston, 
Tex.—Malcolm J. Goodman, 7403 Gallop, San Antonio, Tex. 
78227. 

July 

Ist Div., Society of (WWI, WWII, Vietnam )—7-10, Norfolk, 
Va.—Arthur L. Chait, 5 Montgomery Ave., Philadelphia, Pa. 
19118. 

2nd Div. (WWI, WWII, Korea)—13-16, Dallas, Tex.—C.C. 
Anderson, 809 Hardy Dr, Garland, Tex 

4th Div. Assn., Natl.—25-31, Chicago, Ill.—Richard Sover, 
5042 Olympia Ave,, Chicago, Ill. 60656 

4th Armd. Div. Assn.—21-23, Newton, Mass.—Samuel A. 
Schenker, Sr, 2440 Victoria Dr, Sharon, Pa. 16146. 

5th Inf. Regt. Assn.—24, Westbrooke, Maine—Robert T. 
Weston, PO. Box 5025 Sta. A, Portland, Maine 04101. 

5th, 16th & 26th Tank Bns.—15-16, Napoleon, Ohio—Lester 
Bennett, 8-329 Rd. P3-R5, Napoleon, Ohio 43545. 

6th Inf. (Regt.) Assn. & Aux.—4, St. Louis, Mo.—James 
Rushing, 5127 Waldo Ave,, St. Louis, Mo. 63123. 

6th Armd. Div.—20-23, New York, N.¥.—Edward Reed, PO. 
Box 5011, Louisville, Ky. 40205. 

8th Abn. Inf., Ranger Co. (Kore: agg, 
Herman J, Hale, 26 Annandale Dr, Rte. 5, Inman, $.C. 29349. 

9th Inf. Div. (WWII)—21-23, Detroit, Mich.—Daniel Quinn, 
412 Gregory Ave., Weehawken, N.J. 07087. 

lith Abn. Div.—7-9, Clearwater Beach, Fla—John R. Ban- 
doni, 14560 Bay Hills Dr. N., Largo, Fla. 33544. 

12th Armd. Div. Assn.—7-10, Nashville, Tenn.—Warren E. 
Maue, 4320 Germantown-Liberty Rd., Germantown, Ohio 
45327. 

XIII Corps Assn.—21-24, Troy, Mich.—John Biting, 10104 
Quinby St,, Silver Spring, Md. 20901. 

15th Constab. Sqdn.—15-17, Cape Girardeau, Mo.—Omer 
Pincksten, 119 S. Benton St., Cape Girardeau, Mo. 63701. 

17th FA Grp.—20-22, Rochester, N.Y—George A. Hackett, 
PO, Box 404, Post Rd., Canton, N.Y. 13617. 

19th Comb. Engr. (WWII)— 13-16, New Port Richey, Fla — 
Pete Ferrugi, 616 2nd Ave. E., New Port Richey, Fla. 33552. 


(continued on page 46) 
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@ DISH ANTENNA 
@ PREAMPLIFIER 


O97 


MDS complete receiving system ready 
for TV hookup, all TV cables included 


Satellite LY; Inc. 
.O. Box 3108, Dept. VF-5 Lantana, FL 33462 
end your REFERE! ot ae for $11.95. plus 
U.S. funds) or call our 
D. Order Line (305) 276-2941 


Satellite TV 


COMPLETES SYSTEMS" 1TH 
NEW! 's tt.11 tt etc. DISHES | 
“We have it all” 


00+ Channelse LNA’s | 
© Antennas Receiverse Sources: Photos| 
Industry's largest selling book eliminates mystet 
of sophisticated satellite TV technology. Purchased I 
by prestigious MASS. Inst. of Tech., U.S. Army, Naval , 
»* B Security Dept, libraries, coll worldwide. 


NOW!HERNIA RELIEF 
citts SUPPORTO /TRUSS® 


Elasto- 

pana | ONLY 
» ms, $4995 

We ditien QE, sos 


and double ald Env postage & handling 


All-In-One garment is a pair of shorts, an abdominal 
and scrotal support, as well as an unsurpassed truss 
for reducible inguinal hernia. ‘‘Elasto-Band’’ wraps. 
around body at point of hernia for secure and comfort- 
able protection. Washable. Buy two for $24.95 plus 
$2.50 postage. Send hip measure and check to: 


Piper Brace Co., 811 Wyandotte, P.O. Box 807, 
Dept. FO5S3ST, Kansas City, Mo. 64141. 


“The Kids on the Block” 


are very special ts. 
They are dasbied, 


President's Committee on 
Employment of the Handicapped, 
Washington, D.C. 20210 


This is the book 


(HOW TO 
STAY OUT 
OF THE 
HOSPITAL) 


$6.00 
By DR. N.W. BOYD 
of Loganville, PA 17342 


This book describes treatments 
that eliminate hospital surgery for: 
RECTAL COMPLAINTS, RUPTURES, 
AND PROSTATE PROBLEMS 


To get book send $6.00 to: 
Dr. Boyd in Loganville Pa. 17342 


FREE INFO CALL 717-428-2436 OR SEND SELF 
STAMPED ADDRESSED ENVELOPE TO DR. BOYD 


HALF PRICE SALE 


FOR THE 
NEXT 
30 DAYS 
ONLY! 


MINTED 
ABOUT 100 


YEARS AGO 


FIVE MORGAN SILVER DOLLAR SET 


ORIGINAL U.S. GOVERNMENT MINT ISSUE 


F: the next 30 days only, Numismatic Collectors Guild is 
offering the beautiful Solid Silver Morgan Dollar in Trea- 
sury Sets of five for the unheard of low price of just $125.00 
per set. Previously we had been selling our five Morgan Silver 
Dollar sets for $250.00 per set, but due to a recent discovery 
of a hoard of these historic coins, we are able to make them 
available to you in this offer. 

Considered by expeits to be the peak of the engraver's art, 
these silver dollars of 412.5 grains of ninety percent fine 
silver, .77344 ounces of pure silver, are the most sought after 
coins ever minted in the United States. Dated from 1878 to 
1904, they have become so popular that collectors and 
investors have been hoarding them for years. As a result, 
there are no longer any Morgan Silver Dollars in circulation. 

Each Treasury Collector's set in this special offering is in 
fine condition and mounted in a protective presentation case 
accompanied by a Certificate of Authenticity. Makes an ideal 
gift for special occasions to be passed from generation to 
generation, 

If you are not satisfied for any reason, you may return your 
coins within 30 days for a full refund. 


CREDIT. CARD HOLDERS-FOR FASTEST DELIVERY 


CALL TOLL FREE! 1-800-847-4100 


(N.Y. State residents call 212-947-7022) (a mu ox ss sts st 
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Thumismaric: COLLECTORS GUILD, INC. Dept. VF-651 


35 West 35th Street, New York, N.Y. 10001 
Please send the coin set(s) checked below. | enclose (_] check, 
C) money order in the amount of $. New York 


residents please add sales tax. | understand all coin sets will be 
sent registered and insured ITEM NO. 55 


(1 five Morgan silver dollar set for $125.00 plus $7.50 p.p., 
hndl., ins. 


(2.2 five Morgan silver doliar sets for $240.00 plus $10.00 p.p., 
hndl., ins. Save $15.00. 


] § five Morgan silver dollar sets for $595.00 plus $17.50 p.p., 


hndl., ins. Save $50.00 
Name 
Address 
City State Zip 
CHARGE MY: () VISA (] DINERS CLUB 
[1 AMERICAN EXPRESS [_] MASTERCARD 
CREDIT CARD NO. EXP. DATE: . 


a 


1 SIGNATURE... 


bee eee ee eee eee eee eee 


REUNIONS 
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280th & 28ist FA Bns.—9-10, Santa Maria, Calif—Leo 
Holinstat, 20302 Nubia St, Covina, Calif. 91724. 
291st Inf. Rgt., Co. G (WWII)—28-31, Louisville, Ky—Dave 
Sealey, 3910 Burning Bush Rd., Louisville, Ky. 40222. 
302nd Inf. Rgt., Co. I—21-23, Philadelphia, Pa—E. Bra 
bandt, 2993 Curtis A-4l, Des Plaines, Ill, 60018. 
314th Inf. Assn, (WWII)—29-31, Petersburg Beach, Fla — 
Mike Rubina, 363 Tarrytown, Springhill, Fl 
B27tN FA, Bitry, C1721, Darango, Colo. Vernal Wilkinson, 
8010 Wetherly St., La Mesa, Calif. 92041. 
338th Inf., Co. L—7-9, Erie, Pa—Charles Hake, 2711 Van 
Buren Ave,, Erie, Pa. 16504 
338th Engr. Rgt. (WWIT)—15-17, Oak Brook, Ill.—John 
Czajkowski, 3735 W. 82nd Pl, Chicago, Ill, 60652. 
346th Engr, Co. D (WWII)—27-29, New Stanton, Pa— 
Wilbur B. Stoner, 13 Park Ave. Scottdale, Pa. 1568 
385th AAA (AW) Bn.— 15-17, Greensboro, N.C.—Douglass C. 
Cochran, 420 Belvedere Rd,, Hagerstown, Md. 21740. 
409th Inf., Co. D (WWII)—9-10, lowa City, Jowa—Leslie B 
Klie, 16541 Blossom Ln,, Tinley Park, II], 604 
4ilth AAA Gun Bn. ( -24, Wiliamsburg, Va.— 
Edgar K, Gusler, 1110 W. 3rd St,, Marion, Ind. 46952. 
419th (A) FA Bn.— ith, Ark —Larry Lemberg, 
3523 Maggie Ave., Huntsville, "Ala. 5810. 
466th AAA Bn.—9, Richmond, Va—Robert Pearson, 117 
Bassett St., New Haven, Conn, 06511, 
470th AA (AW) Bn. (WWII)—8-10, Johnstown, Pa.—John 
Molton, RD 1, Box 70, South Fork, Pa, 15956. 
478th AAA (AW) Bn. Assn.—27-31, Philadelphia, Pi 
Clayman, 3720 Brenbrook Dr, Randallstown, Md, 2113 
51st Para. Inf, Rgt. Assn.—7-9, Grand Rapids, Mich.—Bill 
Sefton, 355 Plymouth St. S.E,, Grand Raps Micl h, 49506, 
507th Para, Inf. Rgt. (WWII)—14- Paul, Minn.— 
Rolland Duff, 6908 Cornelia Dr, Mlneapol , Minn, 55435, 
533rd Engr. (B & S) Rgt. (WWII)—16-17, Stillwater, Okla — 
Vernon Moore, Box 206, Mulhall, Okla, 73¢ 
556th AAA (AW) Bn. (WWIT)— 16-17, Wheeling, WVa.—H.E 
Lashhorn, Sr, 3516 Williams Dr, Weirton, W.Va, 26062. 
602nd FA Bn., Bttry. C (WWII)—15-16, Rapid City, S.D.— 
Reuben Heupel, PO, Box 99, Elgin, N.D. 58533. 
631st FA Bn. & 77th FA, 2nd Bn. Corsicana, Tex.— 
Jess W. Smith, RR 1, Box 155, Blanco, Tex, 78606 
M Co.—15-17, Knoxville, Tenn.—Charlie Mills, 405 W. 
Glenwood St,, Knoxville, Tenn, 37917. 
726th AMTRAC Bn. (WWIT)—8-10, Knoxville, Tenn.—Bob 
Priest, 2359 N, 23rd St., Lafayette, Ind. 47904, 
7Alst Tank Bn.—16-17, Clearwater, Fla.—Richard Brahm, 
1682 MacDonnell Ct,, Palm Harbor, Fla. 3 
746th AAA Gun Bn, (WWII)—8:10, Lexington, Ky.—George 
Stewart, PO, Box 495, Tonganoxie, Kans, 66086, 
749th R.0.B.—28-30, Niagara Falls, N.Y.—Donald L. Gothard, 
4173 Dixie Ct, Columbus, Ohio 43228. 
th Tank Bn. Assn, (WWII)—1-3, Harrisburg, Pa— 
Michael E Stepien, 122 Churchill St., McKees Rocks, Pa. 15136. 
755th Rail. Shop Bn. (WWII)—29-31, Bucyrus, Ohio— 
Eugene J. Perry, Sr, 6093 Leetonia Rd., Leetonia, Ohio 44431. 
818th, 819th & 820th MP Cos.—14-16—Howard Rembold, 
512 Kenmore Ave., Bel Air, Md, 21014. 
871st QM H.M. Ord. (WWII)—16-17, Camden, S.C. 
‘Terranova, 7051 Canal Rd,, Cleveland, Ohio 44125. 
874th & 875th Abn.—8-10, Eau Claire, Wis.—Dayton Wilkie, 
1908 Rist Ave,, Eau Claire, Wis, 54701. 
885th H.A.M. Ord. Co.—21, Durango, Colo.—John Barlow, 
901 N. Barrett St., Cortez, Colo, 81321. 
899th T.D. Bn.—<15-17, Canton, Ohio—James Dreussi, 5132 
Lincoln St. E., East Canton, Ohio 44730, 
91ith FA Bn., HQ Bttry. (WWII)—21-24, Reading, Pa— 
Robert R. Stahl, 1313 Rothermel Dr, New Berlinville, Pa, 19545, 
925th Avn. Engr.—28-30, Las Vegas, Nev.—Billy H. Taylor, PO. 
Box 44126, Shreveport, La. 71134-4126. 
1620th MP Co.— 15-17, Rhinelander, Wis.—Steve Janda, Star 
Rte, 2, Box 1390, Rhinelander, Wis. 54501 


—Henry 


Sam 


50, 
¥ ‘3, Hot Springs, Ark.—Ardis FE 
‘ande Rd., Mabelvale, Ark. 72103. 


MARINES: 


Bowen, 9915 Ale: 


May 
Cavite Marine Survivors (WWII)—20, Stockton, Calif,—R 
Jackson Scott, 600 W, Columbus, Sp, 90B, Bakersfield, Calif. 
93301. 
July 
3rd Mar. Div. Asen.—20-24, Atlanta, Ga,—Hal Melloy, Lake 
Arrowhead Station 3009, Waleska, Ga, 30183. 
5th Mar. Div. Assn.—6-9, Cherry Hill, 
304 N, Woodstock Dr, Cherry Hill, N.J, 08034. 
5th Med. Bn., Co. B—19-21, Turner Falls, Mass. —Francis 
Ebenkamp, 1413 Maute St., Jasper, Ind. 47546. 
Air Warning Sqdn. 7— 13-17, San Diego, Calif—Bill Conrad, 
1503 Seminary Hill Rd,, Centralia, Wash. 98531 
VME 124—14-17, Washington, D.C.—Robert E. Erskine, 1624 
St., Lima, Ohio 45801, 


NAVY 


—Thomas Weiner, 


May 
USNAAB, Unit B-11, Ord. Grp., QAB—2: 


29, Georgetown, 
Maine—W. Murphy, 45 School St., Holliston, Mass. 01746. 

USS Lexington (CV2) Club—11-14, San Antonio, Tex.—466 
Ivy Glen Dr, Mira Loma, Calif. 91752 

USS LST 398—13-14, Niagara Falls, Ont.—E.W. Draper, 1313 
Schuyler St., Rome, N.Y. 13440, 

USS Tangier (AV8)—26-28, Tulsa, Okla. 
1548 E. 43rd St., Tulsa, Okla. 74105, 

VME 311 (MAG 31)—27-30, Akron, Ohio—Paul Goldberg, 
627 Wayland Rad., Plymouth Meeting, Pa. 19462. 


Sherman Peters, 


(continued on page 50) 


READ AMERICA’S BEST HOW-TO-MAKE-MONEY 
BOOKS. EASY STEP BY STEP NO-NONSENSE 
WAYS TO MAKE BIG MONEY FAST! 


ORDER WITH CONFIDENCE — 10 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 


1, HOW TO SIT BACK AND RAKE IN A BUNDLE SELLING 
BOOKS BY MAIL: 

Practically all mail order experts agree that absolutely nothing sells 
better by mail than books . .. and there's nothing that sells easier 
than books. Better yet — you stand to make bigger and faster net 
profits from selling books by mail than you could realize on any 
other items, This most remarkable book concisely provides you, the 
beginner or small mail order operator with easy to understand details 
from A to Z Extremely large profits are possible, Lets you sit back 
and relax... practically runs itself once it's off the ground. (only $6.95) 


REUNIONS 


(continued from page 48) 


June 

GRO-PAC 8— 16-18, Brazil, Ind.—Paul W. Mishler, Rte. 4, Box 
28, Brazil, Ind. 47834, 

NAS Lincoln—11, Lincoln, Neb—Clarence Nelson, 4200 
Cornhusker 9, Lincoln, Neb. 68504. 

River Patrol Force (Task Force 116)—25, Long Beach, 
Calif —Mike West, PO. Box 4066, North Hollywoo 

USS Aulick (DD569)—16-18, Kansas City, Mo. 
low, RO. Box 611, Knoxville, lowa, 

USS Harold J. Ellison (DD864)—2 
Raymond R. Onyx, FPO New York 0961 

USS LST 639—10-11, Cleveland, Ohio—Bob O'Toole, 8548 
Wyatt Rd., Broadview Heights, Ohio 44147. 

‘USS Massachusetts Assoc, — 17-18, Somerset, Mass.—Robert 
Grimes, 11 Spring St, Waltham, Mass, 02154. 

USS North Carolina (BB55)—19 
Bob Palomaris, 14505 E, California $ 
91706. 
July 

8th Naval Beach Bn.—2-8, C 
ton, 817 Gates Ave., Norfolk, Vi 

7.B.— 14-16, ‘Amana, lowa—Ray C, Jenson, 508 


HOW To siT BACK AND 
RAKE IW A BUNDLE 
SELLING BOOKS BY MAIL 


Philadelphia, Pa— 


2. HOW TO WIN BIG CASH AND VALUABLE PRIZES CONTESTS: 
This unique book quickly shows you all the important inside tricks, 
Opportunity to win national and local contests again and again 
Cash, cars, homes, appliances, furs and vacations . . . No other 
publication on the market exactly like it, Valuable information — with 
much more than the purchase price of this book. (only $6.95) 


Wilmington, N.C.— 
, Baldwin Park, Calif, 


age Park, Ga.—Clifford Leger- 
517. 


16—Floyd Crandall, 57 Evans St., Mayville, 
3, BIG FAST FULL TIME AND PART TIME PROFITS FOR WOMEN: 


This book is a remarkable treasury of unique but common sense, 
easy to operate Little "big” money making businesses for many 
millions of today's serious and enterprising women interested in 
fabulous earnings, independence and security. Little or no 
investment and fast starting full and part time income increasing 
activities. And a relatively small amount of capital is needed, Many 
opportunities await you in this extremely profitable fast growing field 
(only $6.95) 


NY. 14757, 

Aviation Boatswain Mates—19-23, San Diego, Calif— 
ABMA, PO, Box 228, Lakehurst, N.J, 08733, 

Naval Patrol Sqdn. 812—15-17, Minneapolis, Minn.—Dick 
Martin, 4032 Washington St. N.E., College Heights, Minn, 55421, 

SLCU 36 (Boat Pool Baker)—22-24, Sea Brook, ‘Tex.— 
Donald Brown, 1008 Mitchell, Irving, Tex. 75060. 

Tin Can Sailors—22-24, Charleston, S.C.—Ed Ward, Battle- 
ship Cove, Fall River, Mass, 017 

‘Tongue Point, Astoria, Ore.—29-31, Astoria, Ore.—Bill Per- 
kins, Rte, 3, Box 3922, Warren, Ore. 97053, 

USN Base Hosp, 18 (Guam, WWII)—29-31, Chattanooga, 
‘Tenn,—James Anderson, 3305 Angela Ln, Chattanooga, Tenn, 
37419, 

U.S. Submarine Veterans—21-24, San Diego, Calif,—WR. 
Flaminio, 3421 Calavo Dr, Spring Valley, Calif. 92077. 

USS Adm. Benson (AP120) (WWII)—6-9, San Francisco, 


110 FAST FULL TIME AND. 
PART Tit OFT FOR 


f£ 


EASIEST ANO FASTEST 
WAY TO START A 
SuccEsarUL wail noun 


4, EASIEST AND FASTEST WAY TO START A SUCCESSFUL MAIL 
ORDER BUSINESS ON A SHOESTRING: 

Simple, and mast effective, step-by-step mail order start-up and 
operating instructions written especially for beginners. Crammed 
with vital facts... Covers every aspect of this exciting big money 


field. Even shows you how you may get free publicity for your mail 
order products Fabulous opportunities await you. (only $6.95) 


SHOW TO SEE THE WORLD... TRAVEL AND GET PAID WELL 
' 

Everyone enjoys traveling. But most people can not afford to travel 
to those far away places they dreamed of visiting. Here's your 
chance to take in the wonderful sights throughout the world — and 
actually get paid for doing it, Yes, it's truly possible that this little 
known stricily legal method could provide you with the information 


WOW TO BEE THE WORLD 
TRAVEL AND OFT Palo 
WELCFORIT 


Calif —John Ondak, 3321 W. 85th St., Chicago, Ill, 60652, 

USS Alkaid (AK114)—1-3, Washington, D.C.—Bill Demarest, 
9925 Hemlock Woods Ln., Burke, Va. 4 

USS Belle Grove (Lsp2)— Dearborn, Mich.—. 
Bledsoe, 194 Pinegrove, Bellbrook, Ohio 45305, 

USS Black Hawk (AD9) with ass! r divisions — 
17-18, Sparks, Nev.—H.M, Wagner, 25222 Wilson St., Los 
Molinos, Calif, 96055, 

USS Canopus (AR9) (WWII)—21, Cleveland, Ohio—Andrew 
Henry, 33290 Barcelona, Thousand Palms, Calif. 92276. 

USS Cotten (DD669)—21- 24, Memphis, Tenn.—Walter Shoo- 
mier, 1828 Parnassus, Memphis, Tenn, 38108, 


for doing it. Yes, it's truly possible on how you may immediately go 


USS Dashiell (DD659)—9-10, Homer, Ill—William 
after obtaining the necessary money (only $6.95) : 


Steffey, RR 1, Box 319, Homer, Ill. 61849. 
Density (AM218)— 19-21, Roseville, Mich.—Stacey Ran- 
343 Dale Allen, Mt. Clemens, Mich. 48043, 

(GSS Elmore (APA42)--20.01, Everett, Wash:—Norman Rig- 
gin, 4828 W. View Dr, Everett, Wash, 98203, 

UsS Enterprise (CV6)—27-31, Milwaukee, Wis.—Ed Doss, 
1576 Forrest Rd., Westport, Wash, 98595, 

USS Fred T. Berry (DD/DDE858)—22-24, Charleston, § 
Denis Gordon, 319 E, Main St, L-7, Marlboro, Mass. 01752. 

leaves Assn.—30, York, Pa,—William L, Anstine, 76 

Argyle Ave., Glen Rock, Pa. 17327. 

USS Henley (DD391)— 
Anglen, PO. Box 3, Hume, Ill 619: 

USS ‘Heywood L. Edwards (DD663)—22-24, Charleston, 
8.C.—William Donovan, 30 Tanglewood Dr, West Warwick, RI 
0289: 

USS Holder (DDE819)—23-24, Rochester, N.¥.—Robert 
Graves, 240 Hampton Bivd,, Rochester, N.Y. 14612. 

USS Holland (AS3)—24-27—Bart’ Wilson, 7355 N.W, New- 


DON’T DELAY! SIMPLY CIRCLE THE 
CATALOG NUMBER OF 
RUSH ORDER FORM 


EACH BOOK ORDERED 
MAIL YOUR ORDER WITH 


123 45 
PAYMENT TO: TOTALORDERED AMOUNTENCLOSED 


| caer | (amet 


San Francisco, Calif—Roy 


New York Success Exchange Inc. 


NAME berry Hill Rd, Silverdale, Wash. 98383, 
Box 1242 Dept. V-583 # i USS Indiana— 15-17, Orlando, Fla—T.L. Ruff, Box 357, Troy, 
So NY. 12181 
Grand Central Station ADDRESS USS John C, Butler (DE399)—20-23, St. Louis, Mo.— 
New York, N.Y. 10163 Chester Skoczen, 326 Chestnut St., North Syracuse, N. Y. 13212. 
CITY USS LCI(G) 470—14-16, Livonia, Mich,—Walter Cox, 8935 
Virginia, Livonia, Mich, 48150. 
STATE ZIP USS LST 1778-9, Sharon, Pa.—Vincent Mongiello, 203 W. 
= . = ee Venango St., Mercer, Pa. 16137. 
Se =o USS LST 273. 15-17, New Orleans, La.—RL. Dennebaum, 
259 W. 21st St., Ship Bottom, N.J, 08008, 
: USS LST 573—29-31, Greensburg, Pa.—Robert Pershing, 73 
10 YEAR SAFE-T-TEST Forest Ave,, Greensburg, Pa, 15601. 
GUARANTE MICROWAVE OVEN LEAK DETECTOR con USS Manila Bay (CVE61/VC71/VC72/VC80/CarDiv24)— 
reaper a sox forms to FDA standards for radiation testing 15-16, Sparks, Nev.—Joe Burgarello, 1934 G Street, Sparks, Nev. 


80431, 

USS Melville (AD2)—15-17, Seattle, Wash.—James H. West, 
4 Melbourne Ln., Greenville, $.C. 20615. 

USS Paul Hamilton (DD590) & USS Twiggs (DD591)—28- 
29, Boston, Mass.—William McCrevan, 205 Msgr. Lydon Way, 
Dorchester, Mass, 02124. 

USS Picking (DD685) (WWII)—13-16, Grantsville, Md.— 
George A. Conway, 216 Seymour St., Cumberland, Md. 21502. 

USS PCER 855—16-17, St. Paul, Minn.—Gerald Mitchell, 
1261 96th Ave. NE., Blaine, Minn, 55434. 

USS Rapidan (AO18)—8-10, Rapidan/Culpepper, Va.— 
Robert Coggins, 15 Egret Ct., Newark, Del. 19702. 

USS Robert L. Wilson 847 Assn.—8-10, Norfolk, Va.—Joseph 
Quinn, 620 E, 99th St,, Bloomington, Minn, 55420, 

USS Sanders (DE40)—1-3, Amana, lowa—Dale E. Furby, 
1872 N. 150 Plz., Omaha, Neb. 68154, 

USS South Dakota (BB57)—2-4, Sioux Falls, S.D.—Ray 
Knoff, 1210 N, 12th St., Norfolk, Neb. 68701. 
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Completely self-contained; no batteries need- 
ed. Full, ten-year replacement guarantee. 
$8.95 plus $1.00 postage & handling. 2 for 
$17.00 plus $1.50 postage and handling 
SPECIALTY PRODUCTS CO,, P.O. Box 393. 
Hendersonville, TN 37075 


EAT 
urpose 
knives for the 
outdoorsman, Offers a4 
you the quality of 
CUSTOM made models selling up to 
$25! Hand polished imported surgical 
steel blade has, SAFETY LOCK to 
prevent accidental closing. Expensive Rose 
wood handle. SOLID BRASS bolsters 
and liner. IF BROKEN IN 10 YEARS 
WE WILL REPLACE AT NO 
CHARGE! Use 30 days, money 
|. Add 75: 


LEARN 
MEAT CUTTING 


Train quickly in 8 short weeks at Toledo for 
a bright future with security in the vita 
meat business. Big pay, full-time jobs— 
HAVE A PROFITABLE MARKET OF YOUR 
OWN! Time payment plan available 
Diploma given. Job help, Phousands of suc 

sful graduates. OUR GOth YEAR!Send 
ew iiustrated FREE catalog. No obligation, Gl. accepted 
HOOL OF MEAT CUTTING. No. 71-012.01971, Dept 
Superior, Toledo, Ohio 43604 


postage & handling but order any 
3 knives & we ship free. 
ORDER TODAY, Midwest 
Knife Co, Dept X-9320 

9043 S. Western Ave 

Chicago II, 60620 

Mail orders only 


NOW fu 
NATIONAL SCH 
voig BN 


Sturdy Leather Belt 
Cases $1.25 ea. 
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SUFFERING FROM ARTHRITIS? 


Introducing Arth-vedic™. The first 
all-natural relief that lasts. 


Now available in the U.S. For centuries Europeans and Asians have been using a potent 


herbal oil for relief from the pain and suffering of aghntis and rheumatism. This potent formula 
called Arth-vedic has now been bottled and Brotight to the US. 

Arth-vedic is 100% natural, Arth-vedic is based on the principle of Aurvedic medicine —an 
ancient science which specializes in the healing powers of nature's herbs and oils. Arth-vedic 
S an herbal extract made from 100°. natural herbs and oils. There are no chemical additives 
‘or hormones. Arth-vedic 1s applied externally and controls the inflammation of the synovial 
membrane and improves lubrication of the joints 

Relief that lasts. Most ointments only give you a few hours of rehiet_ But Arth-vedic need 
only be applied 2 oF 3 times a week to relieve pain tor several days 

Money-back guarantee. We believe in our product So much that if youre not totally 
satisfied, we ll give you a tull money-back guarantee 

TEND CHECK OF N ADEA PLPASE RUSH Mt 

CURIN LABORATORIES. INC C1 MONTH SUPPLY AT $12.00 
605 BLOOMFIELD AVENUE C1 3 MONTH SUPPLY AT 
MONTCLAIR, N.J. 07042 PRICE INCLUDES PONTAGE AND HANDLING 
NAME 

ADDRESS 

city SATE zip 


TRUE COLLECTOR’S ITEMS 


Eliminate back, neck and 
spinal problems. 


Free brochure 
TOLL FREE 
1-800-426-5515 


Holistic Health Resource Center 
Box 20037, Seattle, WA 98102 


Designed to be 
super comfortable! 


The Romeo Comfort Footwear 
Shoe/Slipper almost makes you 
feel like you’re walking on air. 


SPECIAL OFFER 
DIRECT FROM 
MANUFACTURER 


$499 


Be proud and join America. Continue to celebrate 
the bicentennial of our American Bald Eagle. Show 
your pride and help spread Americanism with this 
beautiful hat and T-shirt — each bearing the official 
full-color Seal of the United States 

This great hat is Navy Blue, The patch is a beau- 
tifully detailed, full-color, fully embroidered Seal of 
the United States. The hat is adjustable to fit all 
sizes. 

The 100% heavy weight, all cotton Hanes T-shirt 
is a beautiful work of art that will rank at the top of 
any collection. The Seal is printed directly into the 


* Made in 
U.S.A. of top grain 

leather, sturdy com: 
position rubber heels. 


* Hand lasted, stretch garment and will not wash out, 
gored for extra comfort and fit The hat is $9.98 ea. plus P.&H. The shirt is $9.98 
* Wear indoors or outdoors as shoe or slipper. ea. plus P.&H. Order one or two items and pay $2.75 
* Save money by buying direct from manufacturer. P.&H. (Order any combination of 3 or more items 
* Satisfaction guaranteed-or your money back then pay only $8.50 per item and $4.50 P.&H.) 
* Available in Brown or Black, Sizes 7, 7%, 8, BY, Full satisfaction guaranteed or your money back. 


9, 9%, 10, 10%, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15. Widths: C, E, EEE, 


MasterCard or Visa — (805) 251-7559 


1 
T AMERICA'S PRIDE FOOTWEAR CO. Dept, V-3 BLT ENTERPRISES 
P.O. BOX 14, HOBOKEN. GEORGIA 31542 
Please rush __prs. of Romeo Comfort Shoes at only P.O. Box 6631-J Burbank, CA 91510 
$19.95 per pair, Add $3.60 for postage and handling 
Georgia residents add 4% sales tax. NO C.0.D.'s. 


Allow 3-4 wks. for delivery, 
Size Width __ Color(s) 


Enclosed is my check or money order for $. 


i} 
| 
! 
| 
| 
i} 
i} Please charge my credit card. ON VIDEOCASSETTES 
| 

i} 

i} 

| 

| 

i} 

1 


German newsreels and features; Allied 
documentaries; Korea, Vietnam and 


VISA MasterCard 


Card #_ Exp. Date. — 


contemporary st Army films. Repro- 
duced from original source materials. 
end $1 for illustrated catalog. 
International Historic Films, Box 29035, 
co, IL 60629. 


NAME es 
ADORESS). 
STATE _ 
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PLAV National Officers 
Are VFW Members 


The new national commander of 
the Polish Legion of American Veter- 
ans, Norman A. Lelo, of Redford, Mich., 
and its national public relations offi- 
cer, John Wierzba, of Westland, Mich., 
are members of VFW Post 154, Hono- 
lulu. 

At present the organization is seek- 
ing a federal charter. A bill, HR29, has 
been introduced to achieve this goal 
by Rep. Frank Annunzio (IIL), who 
describes the PLAV as a “fine organiza- 
tion, most worthy of Congressional 
recognition.” 

The PLAV is composed of Ameri- 
cans of Polish descent who have 


served in the U.S. Armed Forces. 


REUNIONS 


(continued from page 50) 


USS Swanson (DD443)—22-26, Oshkosh, Wis—Robert J. 
Kilgas, 920 State St,, Kaukauna, Wis. 54130, 

USS Valley Forge (CV45/LPH8)—28-30, Valley Forge, Pa. — 
Matt Jodice, 309 Winward Ave,, Beachwood, N.J. 08722. 

USS Waldron (DD699)—22-24, Charleston, S.C.—Ed May, 
PO, Box 154, Waterford, Conn, 06385, 

USS Waller (DD466)—1-4, Asheville, N.C.—J.l. Arrington, 
Rte. 10, Box 361-H, Charlotte, N.C. 282 

USS' West Point (AP23) OwWI 1-23, Ft, Lauderdale, 
Fla, John Daniel. 3728 § Fuller Independence, Mo. 64052 

Woolsey (DD437)—22-24, Charleston, $.C.—Tony Tor- 

3710 € “apie ct, Whittier, C: ‘alif. 90601, 


i 


3rd Inf, Div.—Members who would like cassette tape of 
“Dogface Song,” send blank tape and three 20¢ stamps.— 
Stanley R. Smith, 163 Lyman St,, Westboro, Mass, 01581 

3rd Mar. Div, Assn.—Seeking information, recollections, 
comments on formation of association in mid-40s, Also seek: 
ing minutes of first meeting on June 8, 1949, at Camp Pen- 
dieton, Calif—T0. Kelly, 209 N, Gilstrap St, La Plata, Mo, 
63549, 

Ith Inf., Co. D—If interested in photos of troops, cathe- 
drals, German and French countryside from 1944 invasion, con 
tact me.—Harry Tabaczka, 82 Lake St, Manistee, Mich, 49660. 

26th Inf. Div. (Task Force Hamilton) including 2nd Bn., 
328th Inf.; 735th Tank Bn.; 101st Engr. Combat Bn., Co. A: 
390th AA Bn, Bttry. C; 818th TD Bn., Co. A—Received Presi- 
dential Unit Citation, Contact for more info,—Harold Seymour, 
Rt.3 Box 272, Manhattan, Kans, 66502. 

Beer Label Collector—Seeking VFW members who share 
hobby —Walter J Gladkowski, 3379 E, 70th St, Cleveland, 
Ohio 44127, 

Buchenwald—Want to hear from anyone who visited site 
before July 14, 1945—Thomas F Woerndle, The Nettleton 
Apts. A-I111, 1000 8th Ave, , 

Camp Sherman, Chillicothe, Ohio (Oct. 31, 1918)—Seeking 
historic picture of Woodrow Wilson along with 21,000 camp 
personnel. — Cy Culp, 15 Cherry St., Columbiana, Ohio 44408, 

Civil Air Patrol (St. Paul, Minn. Sqdrn.)—Former member 
2nd Lt, Helen Cole sought.—William B, Harris, PO. Box 331, 
Elkins W. Va, 26241, 

“The Coast Guard at War: Greenland Patrol” 
book prepared in July 1945 by USCG Hdqr—Henry I 
8449 Kennedy Cir. N, Apt. SI, Warren, Mich, 48093, 

Exercise ‘Tiger (Lyme Bay, England, April 28, 1944—Seek 
to contact survivors of German E-Boat attack on landing craft 
participating in exercise.—Ralph C. Green, 6033 N, Sheridan 
Rd., Chicago, Ill, 60660. 

USS Eldorado (AGC11)—Seeking book written about 
ship.—George J. Keville, 28 Summit Ave,, Latham, N.Y. 12110, 

USS Salt Lake City (CA25)—Would like 16mm films of ship 
in action from 1941-45 for next reunion.—Myron D. Varland, 
715 Blackmer Ave,, Albert Lea, Minn, 56007. 

“The Veterans of Foreign Edition, Pictorial History 
of the Second World War” (Four Vols.)—Would like to 
purchase,—Mrs. Helen Saatzer, PO, Box 335, St: Cloud, Minn. 
56301. 

WWII Insignia—Seeking WWIt types of following: 106th Div. 
shoulder patch, Army service stripe, Army overseas service 
bars, Army T-5'chevrons.—Frank W, Jones, ¢/o Raymond H. 
Fowler, 302 Augusta St., West Columbia, S.C. 29169. 


eking 
King, 


MAIL CALL 


(continued from page 40) 


description of that rag-tag group of 
thick-waisted old Sky Soldiers double- 
timing in review because it was their 
tradition and they were unwilling to 
“disgrace the brigade’ in its first—and 
last— parade on American soil brought 
tears to my eyes on each of three 
readings. 

This esprit, this sense of belonging 
and loyalty to a unit, is, of course, 
what inspires otherwise rational men 
to accept the risk of death in order to 
fulfill their fighting duty: not to democ- 
racy and motherhood, but to their 
buddies.— Col. R.R. Battreall, USA 
(Ret.) 4260C Plaza Merito, Sierra 
Vista, Ariz. 85635. 


Lauds Agent Orange Stand 


I am proud that Commander-in- 
Chief James R. Currieo took a stand 
and faced the government on the issue 
of compensation for Vietnam veterans 
exposed to Agent Orange. 

Today I am a disabled Vietnam com- 
bat veteran (two tours, 1967-69), I 
guess, only because of Agent Orange. 
I am a nervous wreck and my son has 
leg problems. He has bad pains and 
sometimes wakes up in the middle of 
the night crying in agony. 

I ask one personal favor: Never let 
up on, never quit on our prisoner of 
war and missing in action Vietnam 
War brothers, — Thomas Joseph Scola, 
8 Oak Ridge Road, Box 9, Sanford, 
Maine 04073. 


Wants Vietnam Unknown 


Thanks for the informative article 
on the burial of a Vietnam Veteran in 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier in 
Washington (February). No one will 
ever know how sad and depressed I 
was while visiting the tomb during the 
dedication of the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial to find not a word about the 
Vietnam veteran even mentioned at 
the tomb. 

I came away resolved to try to do 
something to correct this, even if I 
were the only voice to cry out about it. 
I have written and called officials 
everywhere since November and it 
seemed no one was listening or cared 
until I read the article in the February 
issue. Thank God for the VFW.—H. 
Frank Shealy, 224 Fore Ave., Colum- 
bia, S.C. 29206. 


ic MBS 


\ 

OF INTEREST TO ALL 
hx HEALTH PROBLEMS? They can make you rich! New 
144 page book “How You Can Earn $100,000 A Year 
Without Working (Legally. Honestly, Tax-Free)" tells how. 
Works for anyone, especially disabled handicapped. 
$16.95 (refundable) gets you started. Or SASE for brochure, 
Jadestone Publishing Corp., 3341 W. Peoria, Suite 230-CL), 

Phoenix, AZ 85029. i 
WHOLESALE AUTOMOTIVE NEW PARTS. 1909 to 1980. 
Information $1.00. Bittman, 8883 F. Robin, DesPlaines, IL 


YOUR MEDALS. BADGES. Ribbons, Display Cases. Free 
spicloal “Medals”, 2414-VFW Cedarwood, Marietta, GA 


SLEEP WITH EASE. Protect your home from burgl 
fire. Send $4.95 to: W&S Enterprise, 104 Watson 
Colorado Springs, CO 80911. 

PHILIPPINE LIBERATION. DEFENSE INDEPENDENCE. Full 
sized medals in issue set. Guaranteed 100% authentic, $25 
each, All three $70 postpaid. Richard Sel, 68 Mar Vista, 
Monterey, CA 93940" 

HANDICRAFTS— HOBBIES 
COLLECTING MILITARY MEDALS? List 50°. Vernon, Box 
SB7VFW. Baldwin, NY 11510. 

MONEY MAKING OPPORTUNITIES 
Fh HORSE RACING —Win Consistently! New com, 
puterized technique—easy to use with any low-priced 
calehlator! No gimmicks! Send now for free faformation! 
Leisure Hours, {ne., Box 331676, Miami, FL 33133 
$80/HUNDREDI Stuff Envelopes. Details. Greenwood, Box 
1568, Lake Grove, OR $703 
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISERS 
Fe GET BIG MAL for "Your Otter” trom milligna of Pros: 
pects, Your choice of 31 leading National Magazines. 
Claseitied Ad-Discount Coupons worth up to $100.00 in 
cluded FREE with detailed folder. Write: L. Echevatria, 
Classified, Inc.-VFWS, 676 St. Clair, Chicago, IL 60611. 


and 
Ivd., 


40-PIECE COMBINATION 
METRIC AND SAE 
SOCKET WRENCH SET 


a ouveae 


Everyone needs a pro- 
fessional tool set at 
home and in the car. 
Scanner World now has 
available a 40 Piece 
Socket Set that con- 
tains the most com: 
monly used 3/8” and 
1/4" drive sae & metric 
sockets. Sae sizes 


range from 5/32" to 


aa” and metric sizes 

range from 4.5 mm to 

17 mm. Set consists of 
34 sockets, ratchet drive, 13/16” spark plug socket, 
extension, adapter, spinner handle, and all pieces 
are chrome-plated drop forged high carbon steel 
plus a metal storage case for safekeeping. Order 
one or more today at only $7.99 each plus $1.95 
postage and handling. SAVE! Order two 40 piece 
Socket Sets for only $14.99 plus $2.75 postage and 
handling. (Also available is an 11 piece regular and 
Phillips type wood handled Screwdriver Set for only 
$7.99 plus $1.95 postage and handling). 


SCANNER WORLD, USA 
10 New Scotland Ave., Albany, NY 12208 
(518) 436-9606 
Free Discount Catalog Available on Bearcat’ and 
Resency* Police and Fire Scanners. 


r Se ee ee ee 
Which of these 

languages would 

you like to speak? 


Mark the one you want to 
speak in 2 or 3 months’ time 


CO Afrikaans =) French Japanese 

= American 5 German Norwegian 

5 Arable Greek © Polish 

= Chinese Hebrew ) Portuguese 
Czech Hind! Russian 

= Danish Indonesian Spanish 

5 Dutch Irish Swedish 
Finnish Italian Welsh 


A Linguaphone Course makes you feel 
at home in almost any country. You'll 
never miss the meaning of 
conversations or be at a loss for words. 


* You learn fast because you LISTEN to real 
conversations on cassettes...UNDERSTAND 
what you hear by following illustrated 
texts...HOLD CONVERSATIONS with native- 

* Learn at your own 

on your own schedule * Quickly 

8. good working vocabulary, 

develop an authentic accent. 

* PROVEN SUCCESS-- over 4 million 

Linguaphone students in 88 countries 

speak a second language fluently. 

* SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 


World Language Courses, Dept. 305, 313 Nolana, 
McAllen, Tx, 78501. (512) 687-6761 


Rush me FREE INFORMATION about learning 
languages | have checked 


Fe 


Street 


City 


Linguaphone 


State zip 


ARTHRITIS PAIN RELIEF 
New - soothing - penetrating - Effective 
BENZINC — SALICYLATE 
SPRAY and SOAK 
odorless! Stainless! Greaseless! Long-Lasting 
1 Bottle (16 Fl oz): $7.67 includes postage 


Send to: Benzinc, P.O, Box 10591, Chicago, IL 60610-0591 
Payment by: Oi check Money order O Visa 0 Mastercard 
credit card # — Expires — _ 


call; 312-943-7076 


VHF - Midband - Superband 


Mail Order SPECIAL 


$49.95 250000 


NYS Add Tax 


@ 90 Day Guarantee 
Complete information — $1.00 — Refundable 


@ Receives those EXTRA channels your TV can't get 
@ Select any channel with easy pushbutton tuning 


from up to 25’ away 


@ Saves wear on TV tuner - avoid costly repairs 


@ Perfect for the bedroom TV 
@ Ideal for the handicapped 
@ Easy 5 minute installation 

@ Works with any TV 


Order Direct From 


TAYCO COMMUNICATIONS 


R3 - 146A Narrows Ck. Rd. - Corning N.Y. 14830 ~ (607) 962-7313 
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NEW! 


For Only 


$Q95 
(™ 


It’s A 


CANE! 


Its A 
CHAIR! 
HEN 


‘ by 


YOU CAN TAKE 


Closed, you've got a 
lightweight (less 


IT ANYWHERE! 


Just flick it open, 
and you've got a 


than 2 lbs.), sturdy guaranteed 
walking cane. It's 33 comfortable chair 
inches high, with a .. anywhere! 


comfortable, smooth 
handle. 


In years past, 


19 inch high, 
molded plastic 
seat guarantees 


elegant ladies and || [ you comfort when 
gents were seen 4 youre... a. 
sporting wooden | egolfing eshopping 


efishing ehunting 
ehiking and need a 
break 


versions of this 
cane/chair at the 
races and on the golf 


courses. ewaiting for a 
Now, you can commuter bus or 
enjoy all the train 
advantages of this esightseeing or 
handy, lightweight, visiting 
weatherproof metal museums 


epainting or draw- 
ing outdoors 


B With all these 
uses, it's sure 

to make a great 

gift for anyone, of any 


interpretation. 


These 3 sturdy A \ 
legs with non-slip @ 
rubber tips will take you 
further on long walks. And, 
if your own legs give out, 
you've got these extra 3 age! Order your 
strong legs to lean on! CANE/CHAIR(s) today! 


MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
on your full purchase price, less postage and handling. All orders 
processed promptly. Credit card orders processed immediately 
upon credit approval. Shipment guaranteed within 60 days. 


[STERLING HOUSE, N.Y. State residents add sales tax. 

Sterling Building, Box CE-7503 Enclosed is$_— 
Garnerville, N.Y. 10923 CHARGE IT: LU) VISA CU Mast d 

| YES! I'd love to own this new CANE/ Expires an 

| CHAIR that I can take anywhere! abe 

| Please send me the following: Card 

| G One for only $9.95 plus $2.50 PEH. Name 

| Oo are for only $18.95 plus Address 

| C SAVE MORE! Three for only City : 

| $27.95 plus $4.00 P&H. State Zip 

(co cm RE SNE MEDD) ND OEY RD GE TEN EY CY GY NS HEN GEN A AN) MT ED | 
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San Antonio 


(continued from page 37) 


prominence in 1983 because of the 
overall theme revolving around the 
reserve forces. 

While Lepick heads up civilian par- 
ticipation, Air Force Gen. Thomas M. 
Ryan, commander of Air Training Com- 
mand at Randolph Air Force Base, will 
serve as the week’s military coordina- 
tor, a job that rotates between the top- 
ranking Air Force and Army officers in 
San Antonio. Lt. Gen. Edward A. Par- 
tain, commanding general of the 5th 
U.S. Army at Fort Sam Houston, will be 
next year’s coordinator. 

The climax of every Armed Forces 
Week in San Antonio is the Air Fiesta 
air show and open house at Randolph. 
Thousands of spectators turn out to 
see the latest in Army, Navy, Air Force, 
Marine Corps and Coast Guard equip- 
ment and to marvel at the precision 
flying of the Air Force’s Thunderbirds 
aerial demonstration team. This year’s 
air show on May 22 promises to be 
especially exciting as the Thunderbirds 
show their stuff in sleek new F-16 
Fighting Falcons. 

“By virtue of having a week-long 
observance, it may seem like we're 
stretching the point,” Lepick noted. 
“But everything—even the social activi- 
ties—has an important underlying 
theme: we're proud of those who help 
man our nation’s defenses, whether they 
be active duty, Civil Service, Reserve or 
Guard, and we want them to be aware 
of our deep appreciation.” 

San Antonio's Armed Forces Week is 
indeed a time of celebration, but it is 
also a time of recommitment. Secre- 
tary Orr eloquently captured that 
thought in these words: 

“It is fitting that we set aside a week 
to honor these Americans (in military 
uniform). However, I would propose 
for your consideration that not only is 
Armed Forces Week a tribute to them— 
it should also be one of rededication 
for us. As a nation, we should take this 
occasion to rededicate ourselves to 
that which those in uniform represent— 
the military strength or posture neces- 
sary for the survival of this nation.” 


Your Support 
Saves Babies 


Support the 


March of Dimes 


WENN BIRTH DEFECTS FOUNDATION Sa 


THIS SPACE CONTRIBUTED BY THE PUBLISHER 


Jest-a-minute 


GOING To 


3 V.F.W. NATIon 
Mees cy 
Auge ORLEANS, LA, * 


Calling Meshach, Shadrach, Abednego 

When Billy got home from Sunday school, he 
told his mother that the teacher was going to 
throw him in the furnace if he missed three 
Sundays in a row. 

Horrified, Billy's mom called the teacher. 

“What I said” the teacher explained, “was 
that if any child missed three Sundays in a row 
he would be dropped from the register” 


—Quote 


“Tough luck, buddy. The I.R.S. beat 
you to it.” 


Rowdy Investment 
While the price of almost everything has sky- 
rocketed, you can still get an argument by put- 
ting your two cents in. 
—Franklin P Jones, Quote 
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Growing Pain$ 

Children grow up so quickly. One day you 
look at your car's gas gauge showing empty and 
realize they're teenagers. 


—Quote 


“It seems to me that the ducks should be 
the ones to hide.” 


A Near Hit 

While Smitty was doing a little fixup around 
the house, his neighbor walked up and com- 
mented, “You hammer like lightning” 

“You think I'm pretty fast, huh?” Smitty asked. 

“No, the neighbor said, “I mean you seldom 
strike in the same place twice.” 


“Guess who?” 


Jealous, Perhaps? 

A downy-cheeked young lieutenant, assigned 
to his first company, lined his men up for 
inspection and stood before them, attempting 
to look martial. A voice suddenly sounded from 
the rear, with the Biblical quotation: “And a lit- 
tle child shall lead them!” The officer flushed 
and made a painful pretense of not having 
heard. 

The next morning, on the duty roster, was 
the printed announcement that the entire 
company was taking a 20-mile hike with full 
field equipment. Under that was a handwritten 
message reading: “And a little child shall lead 
them —in a damn big Jeep!” 


—True, 1-74, Quote 


“Do they really call you ‘old potato nose’ at your office, like my dad says?” 


